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S A Lenten Prayer ie 
(3) Father, as we approach this time of spe- G 
WS: cial concentration upon an understanding of K 
AD Thy way for us to travel, may we let no G 
ay petty matters of goodness make us think that É 
P we are good; nor any general goodness make VG 
us forgive ourselves for failing in little things. rE 

Let not our vision of the perfect dis- Či 

courage us because we realize our limitations; = 

nor let our contentment with the things we K: 

can do so easily ease our hearts from the G 


pressure of the seemingly impossible we need 
to attempt. 
ALLAN KniGHT CHALMERS. 
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Orsoni and Choir Director of Christ : 
hurch, Bethlehem, Pa., one of the Ci 
best known and most useful “min- J 
isters of music” in our Church. Ke 
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(See article in this issue.) 


Mountains a 
I came to the mountain-top weary, C 
With problems to face and work out; ie 
The future looked dismal and dreary, Č: 
My mind was oppressed with doubt. : a 
But the peace of the place o’erwhelmed me, G 
I was awed by the marvellous view; res 
Serenity like the warming sun G 
Stole over my spirit anew! l ve 
The God of the mountains had spoken 3 
While humbled and silent was I, K; 
Shown me how trivial, worthless, (i 
Some things men have placed so high. (2 
By the beautiful gap He taught me =R 
There are mountains in life, it is true, é | 
But there’s never a mountain so high or wide 22 
But a way can be found to go through! K: 


Through to the sun-kissed fields beyond, 
Where Peace and Contentment await, 
Where cares slink away like shadows— 


But ’tis GOD holds the key to the Gate. 
GRACE HARNER POFFENBERGER. 
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The Spirit of Evangelism 


In a recent letter the President of a 
Board of Home Missions wrote: “The su- 
preme need of the Church is the spirit of 
evangelism.” A Board of Bishops gave 
this deliverance: “Spiritual anxiety for 
others has apparently been lost by many.” 
Where one is working to save souls a hun- 
dred may be idle and indifferent. 


Evangelism is a beautiful word and 


meaningful. It has come to be in the 
nomenclature of every Protestant com- 
munion. That is a distinct gain. But, oh, 


that now we might get the thing itself. 
Just what is evangelism? ? The word con- 
tains a trinity of ideas; namely, evangel, 


evangelist, and evangelize. The word 
evangelism is not in the New Testament, 


but good enough, important enough, and 
significant enough to have a place in the 
Bible. 

There are three words in the New Testa- 
ment from which we derive the idea of 
evangelism. They are as follows: 1. 
Evangelist, which occurs three times — 
“Philip the Evangelist,’ “He gave some 
to be evangelists,” and “Do the work of 
an evangelist.” 2. Evangelize, which oc- 
curs fifty-two times in the Greek New 
Testament. It is translated preaching. It 
is a pity that it has not been allowed to 
stand in its native beauty and forcefulness. 
3. Evangel, which occurs seventy-four 
times in the Greek New Testament. The 
charm and efficacy of this word are also 
minimized by translation. With the evan- 
gel the evangelist goes forth to evangelize 
—to make friends for Jesus, to win souls 
unto Jesus Christ. Evangelism is the pro- 
cess of making Christians; it is sharing 
Christ with others. 

But before Andrew, Philip, Peter, Paul, 
and Moody will evangelize they must some- 
how get the spirit of evangelism. What is 
that, what do we mean by it? The spirit of 
evangelism may not be easily defined, al- 
though we know it to be a real thing. It 
is elusive like the attar of the rose, but no 
less real. It is as genuine as incense and 
as invisible. It is an inward urge, a pas- 
sion, a fire, a zeal that Christ may be to 
others what He is to us. 

John was the herald of the Messiah; so 
the spirit of evangelism is the forerunner 
of soul-winning. 

The spirit of evangelism made Christ 
weep over a lost city and yearn for it 
because of its impending doom. 

The spirit of evangelism impelled John 
Knox to pray—“O God, give me Scotland 
ör T diel” 

' The spirit of evangelism made Paul say— 
“My heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is that they might be saved.” 

It was the spirit of evangelism that made 
Robert Murray McCheyenne preach as if 
he were dying to have his hearers saved. 

It was the spirit of evangelism that 
strangely warmed the heart of John Wesley 
andsfired the soul of his brother Charles to 
exclaim—“O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer’s praise!” 

It was the spirit of evangelism that made 
George Whitefield weep whenever he 
preached. 

It was the spirit of evangelism that im- 
pelled William Booth to dedicate his life, 
his all, in the cause of the Salvation Army. 

It was the spirit of evangelism that 
prompted David Livingstone to go into the 
heart of darkest Africa. 

It was the spirit of evangelism that 
brought the Son of God to seek and to save 
the lost. 

“If any man have not the spirit of 
Christ he is none of His.” And if any 
man have not the spirit of evangelism he 
is not like Christ. 

If any man have not the spirit of evan- 
gelism he will not, and cannot, do the work 
of Christ. 

The lack, the absence of this spirit ex- 
plains why the saving of souls is so tardily, 
so poorly, so indifferently done. This is 


Dr. R. C. ZARTMAN 


why we say the supreme need of 
Church is the spirit of evangelism. 

The spirit of evangelism is a passion to 
rescue the perishing, an impelling motive 
to save the lost, an inward conviction to 
be outwardly expressed. 

“O that it now from heaven might fall 
And all our sins consume. 

O Holy Ghost, for Thee we call. 
Spirit of burning, come!” 

On that first Pentecost the disciples re- 
ceived fire. “There appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire and it sat 
upon each of them.” There was the ap- 
pearance of physical fire; it looked like 
fire, tongues of fire. It was a symbol of 
that spiritual flame with which the Holy 
Spirit anointed, christened their hearts. 
Another prophecy was fulfilled, namely, 
“He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit, 
and with fire.” Matt. 3:11. This baptism 
with fire gave them a passion for souls, a 
zeal for the lost; these Christians now had 
a zeal such as they had never known, and 
the world had never heard of; they have 
come to the boiling point in their experi- 
ence. Oh, how great is this need today, 
the need of fire, of zeal, of passion for the 
lost world! 

The word zeal has an interesting gene- 
alogy. Its parent is the Greek ZAO, which 
means to boil. 

Do you know how hot water must be to 
boil? It must reach 212 deg. Fahrenheit. 
It will not boil at 210 deg, or 211 deg.; 
but when it reaches 212 deg. it gives forth 
steam that will drive the locomotive across 
the continent, or propel the ocean liner 
from New York to Southampton. 

Those first century disciples had reached 
the boiling point; they had zeal. 

The Church today does not need to insure 
against fire. It is in no immediate danger 
from that source. The company of inac- 
tive, inert, indifferent, half-hearted Church 
members is legion. If we would yoke to- 
gether two half-hearted Christians -would 
they not make one whole-hearted Chris- 
tian? No. This is an arithmetic in which 
two halves do not make an integer. A 
thousand half-hearted Christians joined 
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ARCH NULLIFIERS OF THE 
CONSTITUTION 


(Message to the Anti-Saloon League 

Convention from Bishop W. N. Ains- 

worth, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South) 


Civilization cannot get away from 
the fact that science puts opium, 
cocaine, and beverage alcohol in the 
same category as narcotic, habit- 
forming health-destroying drugs. En- 
lightened government must protect 
society from their ravages. 

The State has no right to main- 
tain itself by the debauchery of its 
people. To the American mind it is 
pagan for China to raise revenue by 
license of opium and Japan to sup- 
port government by the proceeds of 
prostitution; it is hardly less pagan 
for America to balance her national 
budget by a tax on a criminal, anti- 
social liquor traffic. The responsible 
men that dare to do it may make 
exciting whoopee in the delirium of 
a momentary triumph; it will not 
last long. 

The political party that serves the 
liquor interests of America will dig 
the pit of its own damnation. The 
march of civilization is the other 
way. And the Congress, under what- 
ever Presidential lead that allows 
it, that attempts to legalize illegal 
beer in the face of an unrepealed 
Eighteenth Amendment will go down 
in history as the arch nullifiers of 
the country’s Constitution. 


together would not make one whole-hearted 
Christian! Unless we recover the fire, the 
heat, the zeal, the passion of those first 
century Christians, the sinful world will go 
stumbling on in the darkness and awful- 
ness of sin. The fires have gone out on 
our altars and men stand shivering around 
as we read litanies, or recite creeds, or 
mutter lifeless forms. “Awake, awake, put 
on thy strength, O Zion: put on thy beau- 
tiful garments!” “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord.” 
Oh, that the Church today might feel the 
thrill of that fire which fell at Pentecost! 
Possessing that zeal we would have a new 
appreciation of the remarkable history 
which says: 
“They were all with one accord in one 
place. 
They were all filled with the Holy Ghost. 
They continued daily praising God, and 
having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the Church daily 
such as were being saved.” 

You may not be able to tell which way 
the wind is blowing; but you can tell 
whether there is a wind and whether it is 
active. So also we may know of the pres- 
ence of the possession of the spirit of evan- 
gelism. Here are some of the evidences: 

1. An inward assurance of personal sal- 
vation. “Restore unto me the joy of Thy 
salvation; then will I teach transgressors 
Thy ways; and sinners shall be converted 
unto Thee.” (Psa. 51:12, 13.) 

2. Having a sense of responsibility for 
the lost. Not—‘“‘am I my brothers’ keep- 
er?”—but “I am my brother’s keeper.” A 
missionary with a radiant face was speak- 
ing to a crowd. A friend asked him— 
“Did you recognize an old friend while 
you were speaking?” ‘No, no,” said the 
missionary, “I saw a long lost brother of. 
mine.” 

3. The well of living water in the heart. 
The woman at Jacob’s well got it, and told 
everybody she could reach and brought 
them to Jesus. (John 4.) When the de- 
mons were cast out, and Jesus had come 
into his heart, the redeemed man went his 
way, and published throughout the whole 
city how great things Jesus had done unto 
him. (Luke 8:39.) 

4. The urge to impart life — spiritual, 
eternal life, yea, and better physical life. 
Paul said—“Necessity is laid upon me: 
woe is me if I preach not the gospel.” (I 
Cor. 9:16.) Behold Elisha at Shunem toil- 
ing over the widow’s son—only son, only 
child, a dead boy. What a scene is that! — 
The prophet’s actions are saying—This boy 
must live! (II Kings 4:18.) 

5. It is having the enduement with the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus had plainy told His 
disciples to evangelize the whole world; 
but He added—Don’t you undertake that 
until the Spirit has come upon you! (Luke 
24:49.) 

6. It is the witnessing spirit. The spirit 
of truth shall testify of Me. Ye also shall 
bear witness. (John 15:26, 27.) “Ye are 
witnesses of these things.” (Luke 24:48.) 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” (Acts 
1:8. 

7 It is a deep conviction that men with- 
out God are lost, oh, so lost! and remain 
lost until or unless saved by Jesus Christ. 
(John 3:18, 36.) When such conviction 
grips the soul the voice will lift the call—_ 
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters!” 

Some one, too humble to sign his name, 
has wafted on high an earnest entreaty, 
which will do honor to us to pray from, 
our hearts: 

“Oh, for a passionate passion for souls! 

Oh, for a pity that yearns! 

Oh. for a love that loves unto death! — 

Oh, for a prayer power that prevails! 

That pours itself out for the lost, ý 

Victorious prayer in the Conqueror’s 

name! 

Oh, for a Pentecost!” 
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OUR CHURCH FACES AN IMPENDING PERIL 


A heavy burden weighs upon our hearts that the pastors 
and consistories of the Church alone can lift. It is the lack 
of sufficient funds to maintain the work of the four Boards 
of the General Synod. 


For a number of years these Board have consistently 
reduced their expenses and have zealously striven not to 
take on any new work. As a result, there is a deadly halt 
in our Missions, Home and Foreign, Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief. 


The most alarming fact is, that the remittances from the 
Treasurers of the Classes are constantly growing less than 
in former years. Those who sit over against the treasuries 
of the four Boards are fearful of irreparable consequences 
to our Church should this continue any longer. 

There is a way out of an impending peril. It is for all 
our pastors, consistories and congregations to place a spec- 
ial emphasis, this year, on the observance of the old custom 
of devoting the Lenten and Easter season to the ingather- 
ing of the benevolent offerings. This is the only way to 
avoid a most critical situation. 

Is there any justifiable reason why two-thirds of the now 
greatly reduced Apportionment of the Boards of the Gen- 
eral Synod cannot be paid by June 1, 1933? Surely among 
our 347,000 communicant members, there are a sufficient 
number whom the Lord has blessed with this world’s goods, 
and who will come to the rescue, if they are told the needs 
of our benevolent causes. 


At a critical time like this, when the King’s business may 
suffer irretrievable loss, a great responsibility rests upon 
our pastors, elders and deacons. If they do not lead, who 
will? If they do not plead, who can? 


Is there any other season in the Church year when the 
hearts of Christians are drawn more lovingly to the Saviour 
of mankind than during the period of His suffering and 
death upon the Cross and His triumphant resurrection from 
the tomb? Do we not hear Him saying, “This I have done 
for thee, What wilt thou do for Me?” 


Now is the time for all of us to feel and practice the 
sentiment of the hymn: 
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“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW, 
CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER, 
Henry I. STAHR, 

James W. MEMINGER. 


* * 


THE REALITY OF LENT 


How much meaning will Lent have for you? That de- 
pends upon the meaning that Christ has for your life. There 
are many who know a great deal about Christ, to whom 
Lent will mean little or nothing. To those: who really 
know Christ, instead of merely knowing about Him, Lent 
will mean very much. It is doubtful if there was ever a 
time in the history of anyone now living when the lessons 
and experiences of Lent were more needed than right now. 
It is an infinite pity, therefore, that there should be so many 
in our Churches who do not experience the reality of this 
sacred season. We are walking amid deep and dangerous 
shadows, and the road is very rough. Never has it been 
more necessary to practice the presence of God, as He is 
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. 

Martin Luther, you remember, used to repeat over and 
over again that great Latin verb, Vivat, He lives, Christ 
lives. When once that great truth took possession of his 
soul he felt himself equal to any duty, able to overcome 
life’s temptations and to bear its greatest burdens. It is 
not enough, however, to believe that our Lord survived 
death ; we must believe that He is alive for us and that His 
power is available for us even now. We have too many 
practical atheists, men and women who do not question that 
Christ can do wonders through prophets and apostles and 
great leaders of the Church, but who do not believe that 
Christ is able and willing to do very much through them. 
Until we have the faith to appropriate His love, His wis- 
dom and His power to our own lives, we shall not be able 
to accomplish very much. 

In his recent book, “His Life and Ours”, Dr. Leslie 
Weatherhead tells again the story of Dale of Birmingham, 


4 REFORMED 
one of England’s great preachers whose spiritual fruitful- 
ness made him so great a blessing to the world. The story 


deserves our serious study: 

“Here is Doctor Dale, minister of one of the most famous 
Free Churches in England, preaching every Sunday to vast 
and appreciative congregations; preaching every Easter 
Sunday on the risen Christ. Then, half way through the 
making of an Easter sermon, he rises from his study chair. 
Something has happened. Jesus Christ has come alive for 
him. ‘Surely,’ you say, ‘he knew that before. Surely, the 
minister of Carr’s Lane Chapel, Birmingham, knew the 
proofs of the resurrection and could have convinced any- 
one that Christ was alive.’ Listen, then, to what he him- 
self says: ‘Christ is alive,’ I said to myself: ‘alive!’ and 
then I paused: ‘alive!’ and then I paused again: ‘alive!’ Can 
that really be true? Living as really as I myself am? I got 
up and walked about repeating, ‘Christ is living! Christ is 
living! At first it seemed strange and hardly true, but at 
last it came upon me as a burst of sudden glory—yes, 
Christ is living! It was to me a new discovery. I thought 
that all along I had believed it; but not until that moment 
did I feel sure about it. I then said, My people shall know 
it; I shall preach about it again and again until they believe 
it as I do now.” 

It was such a transforming experience as John Wesley 
had in a little room in Aldersgate Street, after ten years 
in the ministry. There for the first time Jesus Christ be- 
came alive for him, and the sense of forgiveness and the 
assurance of salvation became a real fact of personal ex- 
perience. It was then that “for the first time Wesley 
received what the New Testament calls life, and he went 
out like a blazing torch lighted at the altar of God to set all 
England on fire.” Has this blessed experience come to 
you? If not, why not? 

A oe 


A REMINISCENCE 


I met him on the street; he appeared disgusted and irri- 
tated. “What is the trouble, my friend?’, I asked. “It is 
very disheartening,” he replied, “to witness distress and 
misery all around us and to feel that there is not the slight- 
est indication of an approaching relief. I fear that this 
condition will last well nigh fifty years, all due to the 
machine age, in which a few men have grown enormously 
wealthy at the expense of the masses. I hope I will be 
spared to live through this misery.” 

“Not so quick, my friend,’ I rejoined. “You are one 
of the great lights of the Church; everybody looks to you 
for guidance and counsel. You have been eminently suc- 
cessful in all your undertakings, your life has been crowned 
with achievements beyond the dreams of your most daring 
ambitions. Let me tell you an incident of my boyhood 
days, that has again and again in these times of depression 
re-awakened the memory of some of the half-forgotten 
stirring tales of my youth. 

“My home town was, up to the year 1815, a Ducal 
Residence, noted especially for two outstanding institu- 
tions, for its Classic School, the Gymnasium Illustre, and 
for its high class Theater with its subsidized Grand Opera 
performances. After the town became a part of Prussia 
the traditions of these two institutions continued to be 
cherished by the older families. My parents were fond of 
Grand Opera and my mother used to sing to us children 
the beautiful melodies of classic music, including the chorals 
of Sebastian Bach. She had a strong contralto voice that 
thrilled us children to ecstacy. 

“One night, when I was about 12 years of age, father 
and mother went to hear Lortzing’s Opera ‘Zar and Zim- 
mermann’, dealing with Peter the Great’s experiences as a 
carpenter and the rather complicated situations, caused by 
his efforts to regain his crown. The next morning my 
mother sang to us some of the noted songs, among them 
the well known ‘Sonst spielt ich mit Scepter, mit Kron und 
mit Stern’, which touched our young hearts to the core. 
With this melody still reverberating in my head I went to 
my father’s private office. I found him sitting in front of 
his desk with his hands folded, gazing at the solitary pic- 
ture in his room, hanging above his desk, the life-sized, 
thorncrowned head of the Christ, by Albrecht Duerer, a 
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steel-engraving presenting the characteristically German 
interpretation ot the suffering Savior. Intense inward 
struggle and external calm, pain and majestic dignity, are 
here harmoniously blended. I asked my father, ‘Why do 
you so often gaze at this picture? After a moment’s 
silence he said: ‘My boy, if you should ever take it into 
your head to strive after a crown, this—pointing to the 
thorn-crowned head—is the only one worth striving for, 
for it requires the highest degree of moral courage.’ I 
have never forgotten that brief sermon.” 

My friend understood. He smiled and quickly departed. 

—R. C. S. 


* x * 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES 


As illustrative of recent MESSENGER editorials on Rotten 
Revenues and Shall Our Sundays Be Wide Open?, it may 
be interesting to cite two articles sent to this office as signs 
of the times. 

In Atlantic City, N. J., a member of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Citizens’ Protective League, seriously advocates 
a fine of $50 weekly to be paid to the city by proprietors 
of “all speakeasies, number writing and horse race betting 
establishments,’ as a step toward relieving the municipal 
tax burden. It is the amazing claim of this gentleman that 
“this money, which now goes to the vice lord of the city, 
would provide an income of about $700,000 per year.” Thus 
the good citizens of “the play-ground of the world” could 
be relieved of onerous tax burdens, merely by levying upon 
criminals and conniving with violators of law to collect 
revenue from the underworld. The more dens of vice 
permitted, the richer the city government would become. 

On the Sunday question, a correspondent sends us this 
Twentieth Century version of the Fourth Commandment, as 
accommodatingly arranged by the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives in their recent action on “the modification 
of the Blue Laws”: “Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy (except between 2 and 6 o’clock). Six days shalt 
thou labor and do all thy work; but the seventh day (except 
between 2 and 6 o’clock) is the Sabbath of the Lord, thy 
God; in it thou shalt not do any work (except between 2 
and 6 o’clock). Thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor 
the stranger within thy gates; Wherefore the Lord blessed 
the Sabbath day and hallowed it (except between 2 and 
6 o’clock).” 

Is the America of 1933 so wise in its own conceit that 
it actually thinks it can win prosperity by doing evil and 
by attempting to improve upon the laws of an all-wise God? 
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FAITHFUL STEEL 


Balaam rode a wonderful beast. Don Quixote had his 
Rosinante. May I tell a tale of my bicycle? 

It was a Rambler made in the nineties, before the incom- 
parable skill of our American machinists began to be de- 
voted to the production of automobiles. It was strong, and 
light as a feather. Its first owner, the distinguished mis- 
sionary Dr. DeForest, rode it some years before he died. 
Its third owner, myself, acquired it in 1910, and I rode it 
in Japan over 10,000 miles. 

An American friend had offered me a car; but I de- 
clined. When a bridge goes down behind you or a section 
of the road slips down into the river, leaving a ledge but one 
foot wide, you want a machine that you can carry on your 


shoulders. 


When it still had its original wooden rims, I rode it one 
day forty miles through the rain to meet an appointment. 
It bore me safely to the very door of the house where I was 
to speak. But the joint of the rim of the back wheel had 
been soaked beyond endurance, and it split with a loud 
report. How should it know that in that house was the 
one man in all that region who had the skill and the mate- 
rials to repair it perfectly? I was able the next morning 
to proceed without delay. 

One day the police ordered me to attach a brake. The 
repairman substituted for the original hub a coaster-brake. 


In the steel rim he made four extra holes for the spokes, — cd 


throwing the whole wheel out of balance. On my next trip, — 


Marcu 2, 1933 REFORMED 


ten miles from home, in a very lonesome place, the wheel 
crumpled up. For a while I was in depair. Then I prayed, 
and put my hand to the wheel. Instantly it snapped back 
into perfect shape. Ten miles further on was the one 
repair-shop on that road. Right there the wheel crumpled 
again. I asked the mechanic to fix it, and borrowed of him 
another machine to go to my destination. When I reap- 
peared the next morning, the mechanic said that it had 
taken him most of the night to straighten out the rim. It 
bore me to the town of Tajima, where was the one shop on 
the whole route at which it was possible to secure a new 
rim. I tried to pass it, but for the third time the wheel 
crumpled, and I took the hint. 

Rather recently I drove the old Rambler over a route of 
200 miles, with heavy baggage. It made the trip without 
a murmur of complaint. But on my return, at my own 
front door, the overtaxed post of the handle-bar snapped. 
On that journey there were a hundred places where such 
a break might have plunged me over a precipice. 

It is only a structure of steel, now ready for the scrap- 
heap. But my experience with it compels me to believe 
that the Lord bade it guard well the life of His servant, 
and it obeyed His will. —CHRISTOPHER NOSS. 

+f Shae 


THE PRICELESS INGREDIENT 


It is an ancient story of the East that there came a man 
to Hakim the Wise One and sought to learn how he might 
be sure to secure the most for the money he spent. “My 
son,” replied the seer, “everything bought or sold that 
is truly worth while must contain something that can neither 
be bought nor sold.” “What can that be?’, inquired the 
man. And the Wise One replied: “The priceless ingredient 
of every product in the market-place is the honor and in- 
tegrity of him who makes it. Consider his name before 
you buy.” 

It has been one of the desolating losses of a machine 
age, with its processes of standardization, that speed and 
size have often been exalted above superiority of skill and 
workmanship, shoddy has taken rank above sterling, and 
many have shared in the shameful effort to make inaccur- 
acy and inadequacy seem respectable when covered with 
varnish and veneer. “The excellent becomes the perma- 
nent,” as Jane Addams avers. A slip-shod job is always 
scandalous. Anything less than our best not only does us 
injustice ; it robs us of our highest usefulness to our breth- 
ren and it dishonors the Master Workman to Whom we 
must render an account of our stewardship. Whether in 
the market-place, the home, or the Church, your name on a 
piece of work should be a guarantee of honesty, reliability 
and excellence; it should assure all who see it that here 
is a job that has not been skimped, done by one who tried 
to do his best. 


“There is a good, a better, and a best; 

And we must not contented be, nor rest, 

Until our good is better, and our better best!” 
* * x 


A GREAT TRIBUTE 


In the Autobiography of Dr. William E. Barton, known 
to thousands of MESSENGER readers as Safed the Sage, is 
the introduction by Dr. Barton’s son, Bruce Barton, who is 
well known as one of the leading authors and magazine 
writers of our day. It is a beautiful and touching tribute 
to a well-beloved father, such as any man might well covet 
from his son. “How can one possibly portray, in an article 
or even in a book, the dazzling many-sidedness of such a 
father—his prodigious industry, his patience, his kindliness 
to all sorts and conditions of people, his humor and his 
love. I have known many if not most of the so-called great 
men of this country of the past two decades, and not one of 
them had a finer or more stimulating mind. He was inter- 
ested in everything, and whatever subject he touched he 
mastered.” Following this fine appreciation, Bruce Barton 
gives this leaf out of his own personal experience which 
should be truly helpful to other fathers in dealing with 
the doubts that come to their children : 

“I remember,” he writes, “when I came home from col- 
lege one Christmas, shy and embarrassed, and he noticed 
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it. He took me into the study and said kindly, ‘Now, son, 
what is it? Out with it? And I told him how the founda- 
tions of my faith seemed to have melted away; how I could 
not find any proof that there was a God or a Heaven or 
an after-life. I felt almost like a criminal when I blurted 
it out, as if I were striking straight at his heart. To my 
surprise he seemed to accept my doubts quite as a matter 
of course. He spoke no word of reproof, he showed no 
disappointment. Quietly and earnestly, as if I were a man, 
he took up my questions one by one. He quoted no Scrip- 
ture. He made no appeal to my emotions. He simply made 
me understand his faith, that if there be no Intelligence 
behind the universe, then the universe has created something 
greater than itself; for it has created us, and we know that 
we have intelligence. He made me see that, though nothing 
can be proved, faith is more reasonable than unbelief— 
and how much more satisfying! He gave me, there in his 
study, the few simple fundamentals to which I have clung 
since. To me they have been sufficient, and I have never 
let them go.” 

This is a heart-searching story. The lack of grace and 
of tact at such an hour may have serious consequences. 
The young man was helped not so much by the argument 
as by the spirit, the faith and the love of his father. It is 
obvious that our sons will not be so deeply influenced as 
Bruce Barton was unless they also have a profound regard 
and affection for their fathers, and an utter confidence in 
the integrity of their Christian character. If the lives of 
the fathers do not ring true, it can hardly be expected that 
their testimony will carry much weight with the sons. 

SA ES ES 


GOD BALANCES THE BUDGET 


Now it came to pass, as the ancient writer telleth it, that 
God opened the book wherein was recorded His account 
with the children of men. Therein He found the following 
written down as “lent to the sons of earth”: 


“One fair world, inlaid with silver and gold and all 
manner of precious stones, lighted with sun by day, and 
by moon and stars by night, with trees yielding all 
manner of fruit, flowers pouring fragrance in the sum- 
mer night, and birds making music in the golden dawn, 
and infants resting peaceful on the bosom of a mother’s 
love.” 


And He looked to the other page and read: 


“Wars, oppression, cruelty and hate, and the wor- 
ship of the strange gods, Mammon, and Mars, Greed 
and Pride, Ignorance and Fear.” 


Anon He called His angels and announced sadly: 


“The budget balanceth not.” 

And the hosts of heaven examined the record and agreed, 
saying: “That is so!” 

And one said: “We must reduce our expenses: let the 
sun withhold her light and let one blade of grass grow where 
two grew before.” 

And another said: “Let us recall our prophets and teach- 
ers and let the songs of Zion be heard no more in the land.” 

And still another: “Let us throw the debtors into prison 
until the debt be paid.” 

But God said not a word. 

Then spoke another voice and behold! It was the Son 
speaking, and He said: “Father,' there is yet another way. 
I pray Thee, let Me clothe Myself in human form, and 
put on all the weakness of mortality, and let Me live among 
the sons of men. Let Me help them with their burdens, and 
who knows but that they shall come at last to love Thee 
when they see Thy love in Me?” 

Then the Father called His Son closer to His side and 
pointed down the pathway of the years. And the Son 
looked and saw three crosses on a lonely hill and the sun 
hiding its glory in the gloom that covered all. And then 
the Son turned His face to the Father’s and said: 

“Even so, if it be Thy will!” 

And the Father said: “It is well. 
needy world.” 

And according to the ancient writer, God keepeth ac- 
counts no more, knowing that love conquers all things, 
even unbalanced budgets. 


I give even Thee to a 


6 REFORMED 

Epilog: I consider myself fortunate to have come upon 
this ancient tale at this time. For I read everywhere of 
unbalanced budgets, and some say: “Let us close the 
schools”, and others say, “Let us close the hospitals”, and 
some, “Let us lay off the choir” and others, “Let us recall 


the missionaries”, and others, “Let us go out of business”. 

And it did me good to read that God balanced His bud- 
get by laying out more rather than less, by giving the best 
that He had and all that He had. 

And so do mothers balance the budgets of their sons: by 
giving yet more—and so do heroes on the field of glory, 
and Christians when they battle for the Lord. 

It is love’s last sacrifice that redeems all. 


—Appison H. GROFF. 
X * x 


THE THING MOST NEEDED 


Perhaps you have noticed at the subway stations, and 
in other public places, the significant placards placed by the 
Salvation Army, which contains a large likeness of the 
head of Christ and this solemn and timely challenge to all 
passers-by : 

Try Religion 

All else has failed 
Joy, money, hope, gone 
Seek Jesus Christ 
And get back to God! 


We often wonder how many of those who pass by are 
seriously influenced by such a challenge. It is probably 
true that the great majority are utterly indifferent and that 
for many folks of our time it has little or no meaning. And 
yet, perhaps, more of those who pass by are interested and 
influenced than we realize. At any rate, is not this re- 
minder just what is most needed today? If we do not use 
the method employed by the Salvation Army, let us be sure 
that we are using every proper method which is within our 
power in order to make the men and women whose lives 
we touch realize, in this dangerous hour of human history, 
that we believe, just as fully as the Salvation Army believes 


it, that the one hope of our nation and the world is in Him- 


who is “the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” Will 
we have grace enough to make others understand this, in a 
day when so many are enmeshed in the wire entanglements 
of paganism, and are hoping and praying for nothing bet- 
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THE PARABLE OF THE SNOW STORM 


Did you ever note the gentleman who avers, counting on 
his memory as a reliable historian, that the seasons are 
changing; that the winters, for instance, are not as rigor- 
ous nor as cold nor as long, as they used to be? Do you 
meet with the person who greets you on the street with, 
“Well, this promises to be a regular blizzard,’ when, as a 
matter of fact, it has not been snowing for over thirty min- 
utes? 

Was the snow deeper fifty years ago? No; but there 
were no concrete highways, no snow ploughs, no cement 
plants belching out minute particles of cement over miles 
and miles of the landscape; no tens of thousands of auto- 
mobiles with rubber tires to crunch down the snow. 

Were the winters colder seventy-five years ago? No; 
but the houses were, and that made all the difference. Boys 
slept right under the roof (did they really and truly?) and 
many an old man tells about how he had to brush the snow 
off the coverlet of his bed. (Did all the roofs leak?) 
Naturally such an one thinks the winters were colder then 
than now: Psychology, not meterology: that’s all. 

Were the winters longer sixty years ago? No; but there 
were less diversions in those days; the lights were poorer 
and the nights seemed longer. Story telling, munching 
apples, pears, nuts, drinking cider and playing checkers— 
that was the run of diversions in the long ago. No wonder 
the winters seemed longer: they were so cheerless as com- 
pared with the winters of our day when a revue or a play 
or a concert does not begin until 8.25 P. M. or later. 


The difference lies not in the fantastic freaks of the . 


weather man; the matter lies with us and our Changed 
Conditions and Surroundings. The crystal snow is just 
as cold as it was in the days of Job; and it came down 
then as now, silently; and it was just as lovely a sight for 
the ancients as it is for us. If there be much snow this 
winter, the jobless will be glad for the opportunity to earn 
a few dollars. 

Is a moral necessary? Then, say not that the olden days 
were different, for you speak neither wisely nor truthfully, 


ter than a material prosperity such as we had in 


halcyon years which ended in 1929.” 


Phos 


and you only proclaim the failure of your mental processes 
to function correctly. 


Case Work in Homiletics 


(A dozen ministers, strictly imaginary, 
are supposed to have met at a class re- 
union, to have expressed dissatisfaction 
with their own pulpit efforts and to have 
agreed to ask counsel from their former 
professor in theological school. In this 
series of papers he gives frank but fra- 
ternal and constructive criticism regard- 
ing the sermons that they submit. The 
fundamental axiom of this teacher is “The 
best sermon is the one that does the most 
good.”’) 

Class Room Number 6, 
February 1, 1933. 
Rev. Manley Farraday, 
Columbus, Texas. 
My dear Manley: 

You have forgotten something. You have 
forgotten something exceedingly important. 

It is in my heart to speak to you gently 
and also gratefully; ; for your six submitted 
sermons show that you have been reading 
widely and thoughtfully and that you have 
not refused to do persistent, arduous work. 
I say to you frankly that I would be proud 
to hear you deliver any of these sermons in 


II. Who Lives at Caanan Corners? 
GEorcE E. Hunrtey, D.D. 


LATE SNOW 
Meta B. Mathes 


March draws a magic curtain 
White as eider down, 

Lest Spring essay an entrance, 
Dressed in summer gown. 


a college chapel and I think several of 
them worthy of publication in a religious 
journal. 

Nevertheless you are in trouble. Your 
congregations are small and are getting 
smaller and smaller. Your leading people 
are inattentive and unresponsive. Some- 
times your deacons fall asleep during the 
passages upon which you have burned most 
midnight oil. You have a sense of futility 
and are aware that your resignation would 
not be unwelcome. 

And I do not wonder. You have for- 
gotten who lives at Canaan Corners. I 
strongly suspect that every week you pre- 
pare sermons, not for John Richardson, 


“general merchant,” or for Chloe Sherman, 
relict of old Captain Sherman, or for Mr. 
and Mrs. Jasper Clark, indigent hero and 
heroine of an ancient hillside farm, but for 
the president of your college, the dean of 
your theological school or the erudite wife 
of Senator Gladdings. 

Your very titles betray you. “Esoteric 
Christianity”; “The Coming Theodicy”; 
“Tdeals and the Ultimate”; “Evolution and 
Teleology”; “The Search for the Absolute”; 
“The God-Intoxicated Spinoza.” Four of 
the six sermons begin with scholarly expo- 
sitions of involved and difficult texts, right 
enough for some people, but likely to send 
Jared Smithkins wool-gathering before you 
even get under way. 

Consider the following paragraph from 
the current number of “The Writer”: 

“There is a type of manuscript which 
comes to the editor with dismaying fre- 


quency, the article which is good as far 
as its subject is concerned but which is © 
rejected because its writer has failed to 
Maly a5 the typical reader of the aa 
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the reader’s head, or of technical expres- 

sions which the reader cannot under- 

stand.” 

There are preachers who are as guilty of 
psychological ineptitude as that would-be 
author. 

Have you ever attended many sessions 
of court? That is one way in which a 
minister can get valuable education. If 
you go some time you will be likely to 
hear some blundering lawyer delivering a 
learned argument to the judge, who needs 
no guidance, instead of to the jury, whom 
he is supposed to convert. Manley, you 
have been making a similar mistake. 

Just who are your people at Canaan 
Corners? Good, wholesome, common sense, 
middle-class Americans, ordinary folks with 
ordinary burdens, griefs, pains, tempta- 
tions, disappointments, problems. How 
many of them have been to any college? 


Not one. To Normal School? Perhaps two 
or three. Yet you talk to them as though 
they had taken post-graduate work at 


Harvard and studied in Germany. 


I am not saying that you have unedu- 
cated or unintelligent parishioners. Prob- 
ably some of them can perform skillfully a 
hundred tasks about which a college pro- 
fessor would blunder or fail altogether. 
They perhaps could overwhelm him at 
checkers, chess or camelot. It may be that 
they are more sensible than he at the bal- 
lot box. They have culture, but it is a 
different culture from that of the class- 
room or the study. 


You are not to worry about preaching 
“over the heads of your people.” Some 
cautious ministers are troubled on that 
point when the fact is that they are preach- 


TWO NATIONS COULD INSURE 


A LOT 


I do not hesitate to express my 
own personal view, which is that if 
America and Great Britain were to 
co-operate they would be the most 
powerful factors in the world’s his- 
tory for world peace and, I really 
believe, for a restoration of world 
prosperity.—Lord Reading, former 
British Secretary of State for For- 
eign Affairs, 


ing to other heads altogether. The trou- 
ble is with them, not with their parish- 
ioners. They need to learn to find “the 
point of contact” and then to keep it. It 
is said that the teachings of Jesus were 
so profound that even the simplest folk 
could understand them. The most skillful 
preacher the world ever has known spoke 
to common people about common things, 
fish, wheat and tares, wayside flowers, mus- 
tard seed, shepherds, and to unlettered 
peasants he conveyed the highest truth that 
ever entered human minds. 

Reading through your sermons I find that 
you pre-suppose study on the part of your 
listeners that they surely have had no op- 
portunity to do. Here in one place you 
refer to “the Mendelian law.” Your trus- 
tees would not know whether that referred 
to some statute of the ancient Romans or 
to a Swedish plan for controlling the 
liquor traffic. Here you speak of a “by- 
gone anthropomorphism.” Here you men- 
tion “the quantum theory.” Here you draw 


an illustration from “the pre-Raphaelites.” 
Oh, Manley! 

Not only is such “fine writing” unintel- 
ligible to the average Churehgoer; it is 
positively offensive. It gives the auditor 
the impression that the preacher is trying 
to show off. The conviction that the min- 
ister is consumed with intellectual pride, 
whether true or not, alienates the congre- 
gation and makes them immune to his best- 
intended service. 

Dear fellow, with your rare possibilities 
you surely must adjust yourself to useful- 
ness. I want you to burn with eagerness 
to help your sadly-needing people. When 
you commence to prepare a sermon, bring 
before your mind’s eye the collection of 
God’s common people who are likely to be 
in your pews. What can you do for Mrs. 
Farnum, who is perplexed about her wan- 
dering boy?, for Mr. Jacobs, who has many 
debts and few dollars?, for Miss Golding, 
who has been told by her specialist “not 
more than six months at most”?, for poor 
Jim Matthews, who is deathly sick of his 
sin?, for Mrs. Mallory, who every night is 
too tired to get to sleep?, for little Sally 
Blaine, who at eighteen is the only survivor 
of eleven children? 

I submit that they will not be greatly 
helped by your quotation from Herbert 
Spencer: “Evolution is an integration of 
matter and a concomitant dissipation of 
motion, during which the matter passes 
from an indefinite homogeneity to a defi- 
nite, coherent hetrogeneity, and during 
which tbe retained motion undergoes a 
parallel transformation.” 

Yours with unbounded good-will, 


The Pedagogue Homiletical. 


’ 


The Uses of Literature in the Pulpit 


By Oswald W. S. McCall, D.D. Harper and Brothers, New York, $1.50 


In the light of the spacious library on 
preaching which already exists, it takes 
a brave man to offer another volume on 
this subject. To be justified, such courage 
must be supported by knowledge, insight, 
and originality. Fortunately these quali- 
ties are in ample evidence in this book. 

The author is not only a man of intellec- 
tual integrity and broad culture, he has the 
art of bringing all his resources to a focus 
so intense that the truth he is expressing 
is burned into the mind of the reader. 
With deft and rapid touch, eliminating the 
obvious, but neglecting no essential part 
of the pattern, Dr. McCall has sketched the 
work for ‘the preacher in the modern 
world and has shown the immense advan- 
tages at his command in the use of a 
literature of immeasurable extent, to adorn 
his work and to increase the reach of its 
appeal. 

Notwithstanding the jibes against edu- 
cation which are often uttered by pious folk 
of narrow outlook, other things being equal, 
the preacher of the widest culture will ex- 
ert the widest influence upon the com- 
munity. Every solecism is a handicap. 
Bad grammar, confusion of the nominative 
and accusative cases, or faulty rhetoric 
may result in the loss of gifted young men 
and women to the Church. Nor is it a suffi- 
cient answer to say that this is foolish on 
their part. That it is a fact should bring 
the responsibility home to every man who 
dares to accept the exacting role of a spir- 
itual guide to his fellows. 

What God thinks of beauty is evidenced 
in the sunset, the glory that invests the 
autumn hills, or the winter fields covered 
with snow. How foolish and myopic then 
to discount the value of beauty when the 
message that is to proclaim the divine 
goodness and His mercy is taking form. 
The solid framework of knowledge of the 
Bible, history, and life today with all its 
problems, is of course indispensable. But 
just as the aesthetic sense in the spirit of 
humanity demands more than plain con- 
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crete walls with bare rectangular windows 
in a residence or school, so an equally 
valid instinct will respond to, if it is not 
sufficiently enlightened to demand, a rich 
and glowing texture in the words which 
are woven into the message of the preach- 
er. Literature and art offer an unfailing 
source from which to draw the truth and 
beauty that will adorn the simple story of 
the Saviour’s love and confidence in man- 
kind. 

All this and a great deal more Dr. Mc- 
Call has said with rapidity of movement, 
clarity, and cogency, in these 124 pages, 
nearly every sentence of which is rich in 
suggestion. Platitudes and cliches are rare 
and the preacher must indeed have a static 


WHAT ABOUT THE SALOON? 


The “wets” themselves have sworn 
by all that is good and bad that they 
do not want the saloon back, yet 
there is plenty of evidence in this 
section that the “wets” intend to 
bring back the saloon. They intend 
to have liquor sold in several sorts 
of places for consumption upon the 
premises and they do not intend to 
limit the seller any more than he 
was limited in the days before the 
Highteenth Amendment was voted. 
It is quite evident that the “wets” 
are as much at sea as are the “drys” 
when they come to plan for the reg- 
ulation of the liquor traffic. If they 
demand too much alcoholic content 
they are afraid the Supreme Court 
will kill the measure, and if they 
do not demand enough alcoholic con- 
tent they know that the liquor offer- 
ed will not be much more satisfac- 
tory than the near-beer of Prohibi- 
tion days.—R. W. Gammon, in Con- 
gregationalist. 


and infertile mind who could read this 
book without being inspired by a new 
vision and stimulated by a glowing exam- 
ple to do fresher and better work. Let 
us take a few random illustrations, each of 
which should serve to guard the unwary 
against the temptations that lie in wait to 
drag him down to the dead level of a 
drab mediocrity. “No cloud of words, how- 
ever colorful, can compensate for lack of 
truth.” Universal attention to this warn- 
ing would change the motif in a multitude 
of sermons. “Fitness, exquisite judgment, 
delicate appropriateness in speech and sen- 
timent are never quite so conspicuously in 
place as when found in the pulpit.” This 
is a high ideal, requiring long discipline if 
it is to be approximated, but we are safe 
in the conviction that the level of refine- 
ment and true spirituality in America 
would be much higher if every preacher 
had learned “to scorn delights and live 
laborious days” in mastering the highest 
possible technique alike in sermon and in 
prayer. 

These examples are plummets thrown 
into the limpid stream which is Dr. Me- 
Call’s mind to show its depth. He moves 
with easy assurance through the heart of 
such questions as preparation, spacious- 
ness, instinct for the essential, the sense 
of humanity, felicity in speech, delicacy 
and rhythm, public prayer, the need of 
understanding, experience of the truth one 
proclaims, and personality. 

In conclusion let me say that his book 
is different from all other books on preach- 
ing that I know, standing in a class apart, 
because of its unconventionality. Its lan- 
guage is the language of the hour; its 
outlook that of today; its problems prac- 
tical rather than academic. Probably many 
of the older generation of preachers would 
feel that the accents and intonations of 
the language of Zion are missing, but any 
young pulpiteer has missed his vocation as 
a prophet of the coming day if he cannot 
read it with delight. 
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A Classical Elder’s Visitation Program 


By ELDER J. N. OLWEILER 


(Paper read before Lancaster Classis and published by request) 


My friends, I trust you will pardon me 
for appearing before you for the second 


time since last spring. However, let me 
assure you that it is through no fault of 
mine that I am again addressing you upon 
much the same subject, namely, the duties 
of elders in the Church. When the chair- 
man of your program committee, Elder 


Fritehey, wrote me, asking that I speak 
upon the subject, “Classical Elders’ Visita- 
tion to Chureh Consistories, Its Impor- 
tance and Significance”, I must confess 
that the subject seemed too difficult for 
me, for I have had no experience in this 
sort of thing. Because of this fact, I have 
taken the liberty to change the assigned 
subject in order that I might present what 
seems to me to be a program of visitation 
adequate to yield definite results. 

To begin, let me assume that the term, 
“Classical Elders”, refers to elders repre- 
senting the several congregations or 
charges as delegates to Classis and Synod. 
I wonder if we elders, Classical or not 
Classical, realize the solemn seriousness of 
our duties at this particular time. If our 
visitation is attempted, and if it is to 
amount to anything at all, we must rea- 
lize this, first, last and all the time. Sens- 
ing this responsibility, and possessed of a 
humble and brotherly spirit, whatever we 
do must be done in the consciousness that 
we are upon a God-given mission. This 
proposed visitation may not be turned into 
a luncheon affair, or become merely a soc- 
ial visit with a smoker added on. 


If the work of the Church is to con- 
tinue, the salaries of missionaries must be 
paid and the Gospel be preached where it 
should. If this task is to succeed, then 
others besides Dr. Bartholomew and Dr. 
Schaeffer and the members of their Boards, 
as well as other Boards, will have to learn 
something of the agony that half-paid ap- 
portionments and careless indifference 
bring. Paul, when he visited the Church 
at Crete, instructed Titus to set things 
in order in the Church. Evidently, things 
were not working smoothly; therefore, 
everywhere elders were appointed and or- 
dained. It then became their business to 
straighten out the affairs of the Church. 
We cant leave this “straightening out” 
work in the Church of today to the secre- 
taries of our Boards, nor to our pastors. 
We must work with them. Together, with 
God, we can and we will. 


A Visitation such as we have in mind 
involves several definite steps: 


I. First of all, there must be a program 
for the visitation itself. What shall those 
who visit say and do? (a) They should 
be familiar with the organization of our 
denomination. In the Reformed Church 
there are three governing bodies, the Gen- 
eral Synod, the Synods and the Classes. 
Those who make this visitation should 
know how each is constituted and some- 
thing of the functions of each. 


OUR NEEDY NEIGHBORS 


Christ said, “The poor ye have with 
you always.” 

And centuries have proven that is 
S0; 

For every day upon the city streets 

We see our needy neighbors come 
and go! 


No eager joyousness shines in their 
eyes, 

The flaming fires of conquest, all 
burned out— 

Leaving, instead, but ashes, dull and 
gray, 

The branding left by Worry, Dread, 
and Doubt. 


Ah yes, the poor are here, and we 
are apt 

To grow accustomed to their plain- 
tive pleas; 

But do you think their children, 
hungry, cold, 

Grow used to bitter want and 
miseries? 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


(b) The visitors should know something 
about the Boards of the denomination— 
what they are; what they do; how they 
are supported; their approximate budget; 
how this money is secured. They should 
know the men who conduct the business 
of the several Boards, particularly the sec- 
retaries. These last, at least, should be 
flesh and blood to us in order that some- 
thing of a personal interest may be gen- 
erated. 

(ec) The visitors should be thoroughly 
informed concerning the apportionment— 
what it is; who levies it; upon what basis 
it is levied; what this money does; the 
extent to which it is being paid; reasons 
why it should be paid in full; what those 
of us who do not pay in full can do to 
pay a larger percentage. Visitors to a 
particular consistory should of course in- 
form themselves concerning the apportion- 
ment in that congregation through a study 
of the Minutes of Classis over perhaps a 
five year period. 

(d) The visitors too, should be informed 
concerning the spiritual life of the con- 
gregation, the Consistory of which they 
are visiting. Information for this may be 
gleaned from the Classical statistical 
tables, as to accessions, erasures, percen- 
tage of membership communing. All these 
should be considered. The exchange of 
experience on the part of elders with re- 
spect to these matters should be truly 
worth while. 

II. Such a program will necessitate some 
special training. It will require the giv- 


ing of some time—at least three evenings, 
with (for some) considerable traveling. 
Surely we who have at heart the welfare 
of the Church, we who recognize the last- 
ing values that are bound up in this insti- 
tution,—surely, we can give some addi- 
tional time and energy to her work—at 
this time when she is so hard pressed. We 
seldom refuse time and energ.y to our 
luncheon clubs, our lodges and fraternal 
organizations. There is time on the part 
of some for parties, amusements, and the 
like. Who will refuse additional time and 
energy to the Church? 

III. A! visitation schedule should be 
prepared by the committee. Two elders 
shall visit together. Each group of two 
shall have two consistories to visit. A 
tentative schedule has been worked out 
and is submitted with this paper. For ex- 
ample, the elder from Faith Church, Lan- 
caster, and the elder from the Warwick 
Charge, together, on perhaps successive 
nights, will visit the joint consistory of 
the Muddy Creek Charge and the Consis- 
tory of Trinity Church, Mountville. In 
turn, the delegate elders from Mountville 
and the Muddy Creek Charge will visit 
on one evening, the joint consistory of 
the Warwick Charge, and upon another, 
the consistory of Faith Church, Lancaster. 
This is representative of the scheme we 
have in mind for the entire Classis. It 
brings our men together in a way in which 
they have never been with each other, in 
an effort to make use of what Dr. Lein- 
bach calls “the Strategy of Comradeship.” 
Representatives of city and country con- 
gregations are interchanged because we 
believe that each has something to give 
to the other. i 


We submit this definite program because 
we are convinced that this is no time to 
be content with merely discussing matters 
pertaining to the Church. We have been 
content with discussions for altogether 
too long a time. This is the time to do 
something. For some years, now, these 
elders’ conferences have been conducted. 
Brethren, for the sake of our beloved Zion, 
we are impelled to do our utmost. In- 
spiration that leaks out on the way home 
fills no hearts in the home congregation. 
And this is what altogether too often has 
happened. It isn’t any wonder that in- 
difference and the discouragement of de- 
feat characterizes much of the life of the 
Church. The spirit of Merrill’s hymn needs 
to ring throughout our Church today: 


Rise up, O men of God! 
Have done with lesser things; 

Give heart and mind and soul and strength 
To serve the King of Kings. 


Rise up, O men of God! 
The Church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal to her task; 
Rise up and make her great. 


Elizabethtown, Pa. 


A Series of Six Morning Devotions 
Broadcast from Station WEEU, Reading, Pa., by the Rev. FREDERICK A. STERNER 


Invocation: Psalm 145:1-10. 
Sermonette: 


The great drama of the Old Testament is 
the Book of Job. It is the Old Testament’s 
interpretation of the meaning of suffering. 
Job’s friends of a more prosperous day 
argued that he was being punished for sin. 
Job debates this question with them and 
the truth of his contention is vindicated 
later, the Book teaching that suffering is 
a testing of one’s loyalty to God. In the 
19th chapter, the 23rd to the 27th verses, 


V. Trusting Our Intuitions 


we find Job almost exhausted to the point 

of fainting, uttering these beautiful words: 

“Oh that my words were now written! 

Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 

That with an iron pen and lead 

They were graven in the rock forever! 

For I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

And that He shall stand up at the last 
upon the earth; 

And after my skin hath been thus de- 
stroyed, 

Yet without my flesh shall I see God! 


Whom I shall see on my side, 
And mine eyes shall behold and not an- 
other.” 


Job significantly says, “I know that my 


Redeemer liveth.” Job was trusting his 
intuitions. With him the great spiritual 
truths were not matters to be settled by 
argument. They might use all the 
they wished. He knew. He knew th: 
terrible misfortunes and his intense | 
ings were not heaped upon him in re 
for sins committed. His faith in 
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through all his trials was unshaken. In 
spite of all he had endured he longed that 
his words could be written in a book or 
graven forever on a rock. What words? 
Words proclaiming his faith. For he knew. 
He had certainty. He was sure. “I know 
that my Redeemer liveth,’ was his trium- 
phant if not defiant ery. 

“We musi trust our intuitions more,” 
recently said a prominent preacher. He 
was absolutely right. There are some to- 
day who want to know what the scientist 
thinks about God. Why bother him? He’s 
not an authority on that subject. He may 
give us such wonderful things, like the 
radio; but beyond the mechanies of it and 
a little theory about it, he cannot tell us 
what it is. There are others who seek to 
verify the spiritual realities by argument 
and discussion. Then one day a bright in- 
tellect skilled in logic demonstrates to them 
that this and that and their religious be- 
liefs in general are not true. We would 
suggest that they be careful; for this skill- 
ed logician will next show them that they 
themselves do not exist. 


Reason has its place in helping to verify 
spiritual truths, but we are likely to miss 
more important ways to certainty if we 
neglect our intuitions and experiences. 
With all due respect to the fine character 
of the young men just about to begin to 
preach the Gospel and with all due respect 
to the fine ministers of the Gospel ten and 
twenty years of experience will make them, 
congregations make a very grave mistake 
when they pass by older men and put into 
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vital and responsible pulpits men who have 
just received their diploma. Church offi- 
cials who take the trouble to investigate 
will soon learn that those white-haired 
mothers in the pews who have fought 
through many strenuous battles on their 
knees and have said farewell to those near- 
est and dearest know more about God and 
know Him better than the bumptuous 
theology they have boosted to the seats of 
the mighty for the so-called practical rea- 
sons of keeping down the salary or having 
someone easy to control. The ministers 
who have served ten, twenty and thirty 
years .at bedsides and have stood at hun- 
dreds of open graves are the ones who 
know God. They know that their Redeemer 
liveth. Intuition and experience has taught 
them. No matter what debaters and those 
given to argument may say, they know; 
and with certainty they say, “I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” 

Robert Andrews Millikan, America’s 
foremost scientist, telling what he believes 
admits that spiritual matters are outside 
of his sphere and hands this realm over 
to the poet and the prophet, quoting from 
Tennyson those beautiful words: 


“The sun, the moon, the stars, the hills and 
the plains, 
Are not these, O Soul, the vision of Him 
who reigns? 
The ear of man cannot hear, and the eye 
of man cannot see; 
But if we could see and hear this vision— 
were it not He? 
Speak to Him, thou, for He hears, and 


spirit with spirit shall meet. 
Closer is He than breathing, and nearer 
than hands and feet.” 


Prayer: 

O God above all, yet in all; holy beyond 
all imagination, yet friend of sinners; who 
inhabitest the realms of unfading light, 
yet leadest us through the shadows of mor 
tal life; how solemn and uplifting it is 
even to think upon Thee! Like sight of 
sea to wearied eyes, like a walled-in gar 
den to the troubled mind, like home to 
wanderer, like a strong tower to a soul 
pursued; so to us is the sound of Thy 
name. 

But greater still to feel Thee in our 
heart; like a river glorious, cleansing, 
healing, bringing life; like a song victori- 
ous, comforting our sadness, banishing our 
eare; like a voice calling us to battle, urg- 
ing us beyond ourselves. 

But greater far to know Thee as our 
Father, as dear as Thou art near; and our- 
selves begotten of Thy love, made in Thy 
image, eared for through all our days, 
never beyond Thy sight, never out of Thy 
thought. 

To think of Thee is rest; to know Thee 
is eternal life; to see Thee is the end of 
all desire; to serve Thee is perfect freedom 
and everlasting joy. Amen. 

W. E. Orchard. 
Benediction: 

The peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding keep your heart and mind, 
through Christ Jesus. Amen. 
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1933 CLASSICAL SPRING MEETINGS 


MARCH 6: 
Juniata (7.30 P. M.), Grace, Claysburg, 
Pa., Rev. John G. Grimmer, Claysburg, 
Ra: 

MARCH 7: 
Schuylkill (9 A. M.), St. Mark’s, Cres- 
sona, Pa., Rev. Noah H. Fravel, Cres- 
sona, Pa. 

MARCH 14: 
Central Hungarian (9 A. M.), Hungarian, 
McKeesport, Pa., Rev. Stephen Balogh, 
134 8th Ave., McKeesport, Pa. 


APRIL 3: 
Carlisle (7.45 P. M.), Trinity, Blain, Pa., 
Rev. S. W. Beck, Blain, Pa. 


A SUMMONS TO DUTY 

Christian Stewardship embraces the 
whole realm of man’s life. It has mate- 
rial, personal and spiritual responsibilities. 
The one responsibility that seriously con- 
cerns us at this time is the faithful admin- 
istration of Stewardship as it applies to 
the benevolences of the Church. 

A loyal and faithful steward will earn- 
estly endeavor to understand the control, 
and seek to carry out the distribution of 
the possessions given to him by God. In 
this time of stress and strain, when multi- 
tudes are homeless and hopeless, and when 
the work of Christ is languishing and wan- 
ing, the Church should lay upon the hearts 
of her wealthy membership their responsi- 
bilities and duties to the Kingdom of God, 
pertaining to the benevolences of the 
Church as they belong to the Apportion- 
ment, as one of the most urgent considera- 
tions. The things of God must be preferred 
to all material and personal benefits. 

Does every follower of Jesus realize the 
responsibilities of true discipleship? Re- 
membering the supreme sacrifice of Jesus, 
it is very timely to inquire whether we 
have imitated this spirit in sacrificial giv- 
ing. The call of the hour is for the heroic, 
self-sacrificing spirit of the martyrs to be 


continued in behalf of the work of our 
Boards. 

The highest aim of every true follower of 
Jesus Christ must be the debasement of 
every personal ambition and desire, in or- 
der that God may have the glory. When 
men become conscious that they are part- 
ners with God of all that they possess, they 
will not fail to provide the money for the 
work of the Church, though it be given 
out of retrenchment and poverty. The 
abandonment of personal expenditures for 
pleasure and recreation should at this time 
become the rule, in order that the things 
of God may be put first and have prefer- 
ment. 

Incomes have decreased, unemployment 
has reduced the wages of our people, and 
the situation is tragic; but no matter how 
tragic, the benevolent work must be main- 
tained. There are many who will hide 
behind this depression in order to seek jus- 
tification for retrenchment in their be- 
nevolences. But the heroic and conscien- 
tious Christian will not sanction such inno- 
vations and temptations. 

For the praise of God, the glory of our 
religion, and the honor of our beloved Re- 
formed Church, let not our loyal pastors 
and people fail the Boards now in these 
days of great distress. 

Sefellen E. Stofflet. 

Hazleton, Pa. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rev. George T. Fitz from Ephrata, 
to 124 W. Horah St., Salisbury, N. C. 
Rev. Louis G. Novak from Springdale, 
Pa., to 2179 44th Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Rev. Frank A. Rosenberger from Walk- 
ersville, Md., to 329 E. University Park- 
way, Baltimore, Md. 


Pa; 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Yes, thank you, that was very well done! 
We received a check for $10 from Miss 
Clara Gingrich, Treasurer of the Zwingli 


Bible Class of St. Paul’s Reformed Church, 
Lancaster, Pa. The accompanying letter 
said, “This is our Annual Contribution to 
the Bowling Green salary fund.” We have 
a good many other friends who are send- 
ing us an annual contribution to this fund. 
Without their help our efforts would fail. 
We are just waiting to hear from more 
of these “annual contributors” as well as 
from other helpful friends. Please make 
all checks payable to Dr. Paul S. Lein- 
bach, and send, care of the “Messenger”. 
Total to date, $346.50. 


The Rev. Geo. T. Fitz of Bethany 
Church, Ephrata, Pa., will become the new 
pastor of First Church, Salisbury, N. C. 

Heidelberg College has been fortunate 
enough to secure the famous Yale teach- 
er and lecturer, Dr. Wm. Lyon Phelps, to 
give the Commencement address on June 
14, when it is expected 63 will graduate 
at that flourishing institution. 

The annual meeting and 25th anniver- 
sary of the Women’s Social Union of the 
Reformed Churehes in Philadelphia and 
vicinity, will be held on Wednesday after- 
noon, March 8, 1933, at 2 P. M., in the 


“Fifth Church, East Susquehanna Ave. and 


Cedar St., Philadelphia. 

President Omwake, a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Reformed 
Churchmen’s League, has framed a very 
fine and brief inauguration service, which 
can be used to make the inauguration and 
installation of officers of the League ex- 
ceedingly interesting. Write to the office. 

“Why Go to Church?”, is the name of a 
leaflet used to encourage Church attend- 
ance, which can be secured without charge 
from the Executive Committee of the Gen- 
eral Synod. Tens of thousands of copies 
of this leaflet have been used in helping 
to secure better attendance at the services 
of the Church. 


Dr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Wood, of 
Muncy, Pa., have announced the marriage 
of their daughter, Eleanor Bailey Wood, to 


10 
Marshall R. Anspach, Esq., of Milton and 
Williamsport, Pa., on Monday, Feb. 20. 


Friends of the groom’s father, Mr. William 
W. Anspach, who has been ill for nearly 
two years, will be glad to know that he 
was able to attend the marriage ceremony 
of his son, 

Rey. Dr. F. A. Rupley of Trinity Church, 
Lewistown, Pa., reports. that 39 local con- 
gregations are engaged in the Church Loy- 
alty Crusade, Feb. 26 to Easter. 


Trinity Church, Canton, O., Dr. H. Nevin 
Kerst, pastor, is rejoicing over the gratify- 
ing response on Feb. 19, when an offering 
of $1,515.29 was received on the Yaukey 
Fund, in support of Trinity’s missionary 
in China, Rev. Jesse B. Yaukey. This 
was certainly most creditable in these hard 
times. 

Mrs. Harry D. Wolfersberger, of Wayne, 
Pa., a faithful member of St. John’s, 
Phila., Rev. Robert O’Boyle, pastor, died 
Feb. 22. She was the widow of Elder H. 
D. Wolfersberger and a daughter of the 
late Dr. Cyrus R. Dieffenbacher, former 
pastor of First Church, Greensburg, Pa. 
Services were held Feb. 25 at her late 
home. Interment Feb. 27 at Greensburg, 
Pa. 

One of the useful pastors of Pittsburgh 
Synod writes: “I am doing my utmost to 
get my people to read the ‘Messenger’, 
because I believe that an informed people 
are more willing to respond to the service 
of the Kingdom. I always read every, issue 
very carefully and thoroughly, and very 
frequently mention the ‘Messenger’ in my 
sermons. Best wishes for a larger circula- 
tion.” 


We are sorry to learn of the fire in 
our Hough Ave. Church, Cleveland, O., of 
which Rey. A. V. Vndersmith is the faith- 
ful pastor. The fire broke out in the base- 
ment shortly before the Sunday School 
hour on Feb. 12. The papers state the 
damage was $5,000. Pastor Vandersmith 
states the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church has been kindly offered for the use 
of the Hough Ave. congregation until re- 
pairs are completed. 


The Ladies’ Aid Society of the Reformed 
Church of the Incarnation, Newport, Pa., 
promoted a successful free for all chicken 
and waffle dinner the evening of Wash- 
ington’s Birthday, and 250 dinners were 
served. There was also provided by this 
organization a musical and literary pro- 
gram. A Junior C. E. group began to 
function Sunday afternoon, Feb. 26. The 
Mid-Week Lenten Worship will begin Ash 
Wednesday, and the place of worship will 
be the sanctuary, instead of the Chapel. 


Elder William B. Haeussler of our St. 
Paul’s Church, New York City, died sud- 
denly early in the morning of Saturday, 
Feb. 25th. Mr, Haeussler was a frequent 
delegate to Classis, Synod and General 
Synod. He has been for some years a 
most efficient treasurer of his Classis, a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Fort Wayne Orphans’ Home, and has taken 
an active part in organized men’s work. 
He has been from the beginning a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee of the 
Reformed Churchmen’s League. 


Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Albert G. Peters, of ` 


Philadelphia, announce the recent marriage 
of their daughter, Miriam L., to Elwyn 
Jones, Esq., of Pottsville, Pa. The bride 
is a graduate of the Department of Edu- 
cation of the University of Pennsylvania 
and, until recently, was librarian and 
teacher of Library Science in the High 
School at Nazareth, Pa. Mr. Jones is a 
graduate of the Law School of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania and a member of the 
Phi Beta Fraternity. Attorney and Mrs. 
Jones are residing at 217 Mahantongo St., 
Pottsville, where the groom has law offices. 


The Reformed Church pastors and offic- 
ials at the Schaff Building recently had 
the pleasure of hearing some spirituals 
sung by the famous male quartet from 
Bethune-Cookman College at Daytona 
Beach, Florida, This group have come to 
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Philadelphia after successful engagements 
at Symphony Hall, Boston, Carnegie Hall, 
New York, and other cities. With them 
is Miss Josie W. Roberts, pianist, who 
founded and directs the School of Music 
at the college, who has trained the quar- 
tet. Any congregation desiring to hear 
them can address Mr. C. F. Armitage, Cen- 
tral Y. M. C. A., City. 

It is interesting to note that many 
Chapters of the League have decided to 
help the pastors and consistories during 
this time and will co-operate actively in 
visiting the unchurched men in the com- 
munity. Here is an evangelistic force in- 
telligently directed, well informed and en- 
thusiastic for ‘Christian work. Many 
Chapters have also resolved to ask their 
members to attend the Lenten services reg- 
ularly and some of them are attending the 
Midweek Lenten services in a body. Here’s 
a real stimulating and worth while fellow- 
ship and an association of Christian men 
which makes primary the great spiritual 
objectives of the Church. Every pastor 
will be glad for such co-operation. 


About four-score fathers and sons of 
Salem congregation, Shamokin, gathered 
about the festive board in the annual ban- 
quet under the auspices of the Boy Scout 
Troop of the Church, on February 23. 
Among the toasts that were given was a 
fine response by the pastor, Rev. Alvin F. 
Dietz, member of the Troop Committee. 
Ineluded among the guests were Scouts 
Elmer Lenker, of the Church troop, and 
Fred McCutcheon, William Fidler, and Wil- 
lard Christian, members of affiliated troops, 
all holding ranks as Eagle Scouts. These 
four scouts are included in the roll of the 
Eagle Boy Scout Court of Honor to be 
present at the inauguration of President 
Roosevelt. 


Five good rules for holding monthly 
meetings of the chapters of the Reformed 
Churehmen’s League were framed and 
adopted by Chapter No. 4 of Staunton, 
Va., Rev. W. H. Groff, pastor. As far as 
we know there is no copyright on them. 
Here they are: 1. Start on time. 2. Not 
too lengthy a business meeting. 3. Not 
too long a program. 4. Try to make the 
meetings more vital and real as to our 
own experiences of rural life. 5. Have 
a social period every quarter. “Helpful 
suggestions from other chapters” will be 
gratefully received at the office and passed 
on to the family of 72 chapters assembling 
every month. 


On Feb. 26 the Editor of the “Messen- 
ger” filled the pulpit of Redeemer’s Church, 
Littlestown, Pa., Rev. Albert O. Bartholo- 
mew, pastor, in the morning, and Mt. 
Zion’s, Spring Grove, Pa., Rev. Dr. Geo. 
W. Welsh, pastor, in the evening. In the 
afternoon he delivered the address at the 
great Men’s Rally of Gettysburg Classis, 
in Trinity Chapel, Hanover, Pa., Dr. Mar- 
by J. Roth, pastor. This most encourag- 
ing rally brought together over 800 men. 
Revs. A. O. Bartholomew and Howard S. 
Fox had charge of the service. The orches- 
tra and Men’s Chorus of Trinity Church 
rendered some excellent numbers, and 
every charge in the Classis was represent- 
ed. It was a most heartening demonstra- 
tion of the loyalty and good will of the 
pastors and people of Gettysburg Classis 
in these trying times. 


In the Greencastle, -Pa., Charge, G. 
Ermine Plott, minister, two splendid Com- 
munion services were held: Feb. 5 at Trin- 
ity Church at 9 A. M., and at Grace at 
10.30 A. M. ‘Trinity united with the two 
United Brethren Churches in two weeks 
of special services, Jan. 22 to Feb. 5. 
Greencastle Troop No. 15 of the Boy 
Scouts of America attended the evening 
service in Grace Church on Feb. 12. The 
minister of this charge, who preached the 
sermon, organized this as a community 
troop about four years ago and has been 
its Scontmaster through these years. Plans 
have been made for the observance of the 
Lenten season. The Young People’s Council 
held its quarterly meeting in the Lecture 
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Room on Feb. 20. The anniversary meet- 
ing of the Woman’s Bible Class will be 
held Feb. 27. 


In connection with the annual Steward- 
ship Period, many pastors preach one or 
more sermons on Stewardship, and a num- 
ber of congregations offer to their mem- 
bers an opportunity to enroll in the Fellow- 
ship of Stewardship. This enrollment is 
an actual facing of principles of Steward- 
ship applied to substance, and many per- 
sons covenant to give a tithe or some 
other fixed proportion of their income for 
the work of the Church and the welfare 
of other people. It is an agreement made 
by the individual Christian for himself 
alone with his Lord. The Fellowship of 
Stewardship blanks, as well as other Stew- 
ardship literature, can be secured from the 
Executive Committee of the General Synod, 
Schaff Building, Philadelphia. 


Professor Spotts, of Franklin and Mar- 
shall, who, while pastor, has been vitally 
interested in the Reformed Churchmen’s 
League and since is serving as the record- 
ing secretary of the Executive Committee, 
has prepared the comments and helps for 
the March program of the League. He is 
well qualified to direct the thinking of the 
laymen on the topic: “Seeking the truth 
about the economic problem.” Beside pre- 
senting valuable material on the present 
economic situation, he shows where the re- 
sponsibility of the Church lies, how a pro- 
ducer is a significant factor spiritually, 
how secularism must be tackled, where lies 
the basis for a Christian economy and how 
Churchmen can aid in establishing a social 
order which embodies the will of God.” The 
April, not the March program, as stated in 
the last issue, is prepared by Principal 
Hartman, of F. and M. Academy. 


On February 19 it was just 61 years 
since Rëv. Dr. F. F. Bahner, pastor emeri- 
tus of Trinity Church, Waynesboro, Pa., 
preached his first sermon in Trinity. The 
pastor, Rev. S. E. Lobach, therefore, in- 
vited the good doctor to preach that Sun- 
day morning, in his absence, and he used 
the same text as that of his sermon 61 
years ago, John 12:21, “We Would See 
Jesus.” When he preached that first ser- 
mon he was a student for the ministry. 
He began his pastorate at Trinity 5 years 
later and rounded out a fruitful ministry 
of 42% years, when he became pastor 
emeritus. seeps those in the congrega- 
tion were Ferd S. Gilbert and Miss Flor- 
ence Richardson, both of whom were pres- 
ent to hear his first sermon. Both Dr. and 
Mrs. Bahner remain regular in attendance 
in all the services of the Church and he 
still assists the regular pastor on various 
occasions. Our sincerest good wishes go 
with these good friends. 


Dr. Theo. F. Herman of the Reformed 
Theological Seminary of Lancaster, deliv- 
ered the address at the Memorial service 
held for the late Rev. Henry Miller at 
Zion Church, Marietta, Pa., Feb. 12. Rey. 
Mr. Miller was resident supply pastor there 
at the time of his death last month. The 
altar was fittingly decorated with calla 
lillies and snap dragons. Resolutions were 
read from the Lancaster Classis, Lancaster 


Reformed Ministers’ Association, Consis- 


tory of Zion Church, the Sunday School, 
Golden Link Young’ People’s Association 
and Ladies’ Guild. Special musie was ren- 
dered. The Golden Link Young People’s 
Association, organized by Rev. and Mrs. 
Miller, at ‘their meeting in the evening 
presented to Mrs. Miller, a double link 
pin, as a token of their appreciation, 
friendship and love. 


In Central Church, Dayton, Ohio, the 
Consistory was entertained at a six o'clock 
dinner on Wednesday, Feb. 22, 23 of the — 
24 members being present. Dr. ae 
Field Secretary of the Board of Fore 
Missions, gave an illustrated lecture | 
China Feb. 19. The annual Boy Scout 
vice was held Feb. 12. A Sea Seout 
has been recently organized. This : 
of the two Troops in the City. 
People’ s Week came to a close with 
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fine play by the Young People on Feb. 5. 
Dr. Daniel Poling addressed a packed 
house in Central Church on Feb. 23. His 
message was a great challenge to those 
present. The schedule for all Lenten ser- 
vices has gone into every family. There 
will be guest speakers for the Wednesday 
Evening Lenten Services. Dr. Rowe will 
base his morning messages during Lent on 
“The Cross” and the evening messages 
will be on “Satellites of the Cross”. 

The annual report of the Abbey Church, 
Huntingdon, Pa., Rev. Hobart D. McKee- 
han, minister, shows that the year’s be- 
nevolence has amounted to $8,262. There 
was a net gain 33 members, bringing the 
total to 651 communicants. The services 
of the winter season have been exception- 
ally well attended. The monthly dinner 
of the Men’s League of the Abbey Church 
held Wednesday, Feb. 22, was enjoyed 
by approximately 260 persons. Everyone 
enjoyed the singing of the Men’s Chorus 
under the direction of Prof. Donald John- 
son, Organist and Choirmaster. Pre- 
Lenten prayer services are being held in 
the homes of members in the city and 
the suburbs. Beginning Tuesday evening, 
March 7, the minister will deliver weekly 
addresses during the Lenten season, The 
theme of the series will be, “Christ and 
the Inner Life.” A Leadership Training 
Course is being offered in the Church 
School Building. More than 100 have en- 
rolled for a 6 week period. 


We are always glad to hear from our 
interested and loyal subscribers. We 
answer their letters when it is possible 
for us to do so. This morning’s mail 
brought us a letter from someone who 
failed to sign her name and for this rea- 
son we are not able to tell this “Faithful 
Member”, personally, what we would so 
much like to do. As the request was for 
“birthday poems” we take this means of 
calling this lady’s attention to the splendid 
line of Birthday and Friendship Greeting 
Cards which we constantly carry in stock. 
Here may be found greetings in verse and 
prose for folks of all ages at prices rang- 
ing from 5c to 25c, including the envelope. 
We have made happy selections for many 
of our customers and we feel that we can 
please many more. Let us do the same 
thing for you. Tell us the age and some 
little characteristic of the friend to whom 
the card is to be sent,—what price you wish 
to pay,—and you need have no further 
worry in the matter. Send to the BOARD 
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


St. Paul’s Church, Pittsburg, Pa., Rev. 
Louis G. Novak, pastor, began the new 
year by making extensive plans to help 
build the Kingdom. The congregation ex- 
tended the pastor a call to become their 
regular full time minister, beginning Mar. 
1. The call was duly accepted and con- 
firmed by Allegheny Classis. The time of 
the pastor’s installation and receiption has 
been set for Friday evening, Mar. 3. The 
Ladies’ Aid Society of St. Paul’s again 
proved their worthiness when they pre- 
sented the Church with a gift of $200. A 
portion of this amount will be used to 
improve the parsonage. The Ladies’ Aid 
also sponsored a successful Sauerkraut Sup- 
per on Wednesday night, Feb. 15, in the 
school room. The American Cadets held 
a very pleasant evening of entertainment 
at which two interesting plays were pre- 
sented. Louis Faas capably coached the 
boys. Part of the proceeds were turned 
over to the Church treasury. St. Paul’s 
congregation observed Foreign Missions 
Day on Feb. 12 with appropriate services 
„and special offering. 


Possibly one of the most progressive 
and active chapters of the Reformed 
Churehmen’s League is Chapter No. 20 of 
Bath, Pa., of which Mr. Frank S. Graver 
is President and David S. Smith the ener- 
getic Secretary. This chapter even pub- 
lishes its own little leaflet, “The League- 
O-Gram.” It’s a four page leaflet and con- 
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tains the program, reports and suggestions 
of value. On Feb. 20th the monthly meet- 
ing was held, at which every member 
brought a male guest. The program con- 
sisted of devotions, business, piano, ac- 
cordion solos, male quartette, and an ad- 
dress by Alfred Heberling, President of 
Northampton 8. S. Association. The an- 
nual report shows that $146.01 was raised 
and used for dues to the League, contri- 
bution to the Reformed Church, trees and 
shrubbery, hymn books, flowers for the 
sick, ete. A balance of $41.67 remains as 
a starter for 1933. The following appeal 
is made: “It is true, we have had two 
successful years, but let’s not live on past 
laurels; let’s endeavor to make the year 
1933 the best. With 100 per cent co- 
operation, nothing is impossible.” 


The Superintendent of Drake County 
Publie Schools recently addressed the 
Brotherhood of St. Paul’s Reformed 
Church, Greenville, Ohio, Rev. Edgar V. 
Loucks, minister. A Sunday evening ser- 
vice that fulfilled its purpose had the 
theme, The Man of Galilee and The Music 
of Galilee. Our Church was highly hon- 
ored on Feb. 5, for that was the day when 
the Rev. George Randolph Snyder of our 
Shenchow Mission was among us. He wor- 
shiped with us at 10.30 A. M. Preach- 
ed at West Zion Church at 2.30 P. M. 
Gave his stereopticon lecture on China in 
Greenville at 7 P. M. The pastor and 
his wife counted it a real pleasure to 
have Mr. Snyder in their home until late 
forenoon of Monday. This is the Church 
Rev. Snyder served as supply during five 
months of his senior year as a seminarian 
in Dayton. Such kindly, informational 
messages as he gives surely will prove 
fruitful everywhere they are heard. The 
county’s annual Standard Training School 
was held Feb. 12-17. The pastor had the 
privilege of serving this school again as 
dean, and has been re-elected for another 
year. The next term will be in Oct. Upon 
the invitation of the Brotherhood, the pas- 
tor addressed the Adult Division and 
friends on Monday, Feb. 20, on the sub- 
ject, Rome and the French Riviera. This 
was the first showing of these slides in 
our city. The attendance crowded the 
auditorium, requiring chairs to be added. 


The dates for Spring meetings of Western 
Classes follow: 

APRIL 18: South Dakota (8 P. M.), 
Trippe, S. D., Rev. K. J. Stuebbe, Trippe, 
S. D. APRIL 25: Missouri-Kansas (8 P. 
M.), St. Paul’s, Kansas City, Mo., Rev. 
Julius W. Kuck, 3556 Wabash Ave., Kan- 
sas City, Mo. APRIL 26: Minnesota (8 P. 
M.), St. John’s, Norwood, Minn., Rev. J. 
Berkenkamp, R. No. 1, Norwood, Minn. 
APRIL 27: Nebraska (7.30 P. M..), 
Salem’s, Humboldt, Neb., Rev. Alvin En- 
glemann, R. R. No. 3, Humboldt, Neb. 
MAY 2: Zion Hungarian, Magyar, Detroit, 
Mich., Rev. Michael Toth, 8016 Vanderbilt 
Ave., Detroit, Mich. MAY 10: Ursinus (8 
P. M, C.S.T.), (Place not as yet deter- 
mined.) Eureka (8 P. M.), Hosmer, S. 
D., Rev. Dietrich Buelter, Hosmer, S. D. 
MAY 18: Milwaukee (8 P. M.), Salem, 
Wayne, Wis., Rev. A. A. Graf, R. No. 3, 
Campbellsport, Wis. MAY 25: North 
Dakota (7 P. M.), Peace, Upham, N. D., 


-Reyv. Frederick Friedricksmeyer, Upham, 


N. D. JUNE 6: Sheboygan (7.30 P. M.), 
Neillsville, Wis., Rev. Ben. Stucki, Neills- 
ville, Wis. JUNE 14: Manitoba, St. John’s, 
Grenfel, Sask., Canada, Rev. Fred F. Ott, 
Grenfel, Sask., Canada. Edmonton (8 P. 
M.), Hope, Stony Plain, Alta., Canada, 
Rev. C. H. Reppert, Stony Plain, Alta, Can- 
ada. NO DATE SET AS YET: Lakeside 
Hungarian, Westside Hungarian, Rev. Odon 
Vasvary, 1946 W. 32nd St., Cleveland, O. 
Lincoln, First, Omaha, Neb., Rev. Samuel 
Ramaker, 2315 Deer Park Blvd., Omaka, 
Nebraska. 


“And the cupboard was bare.” We all 
remember that old rhyme of Mother Hub- 
bard. But this time it’s FATHER Hub- 
bard. When the new administration of 
the Reformed Churechmen’s League began, 
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FOR SALE 


MASSANUTTEN ACADEMY BONDS 
First Mortgage, 20 yr. Gold Coupon Bonds, 6% 
Due April Ist, 1952 
Interest payable April and October 


Secured by Values of Intrinsic Worth 
Twenty Acre Campus, Fourteen Hundred feet 
facing Federal Highway No. 11. 5 Buildings. 
Other valuable property in Woodstock, and a 
110 acre farm near, developed as a recreation 
club and camp, as well as for food supplies for 
the school. Purchasers of Bonds are well pleased 
with their investment.—J. B. RUSH, Treasurer 


For further information address 
DR. HOWARD J. BENCHOFFPF, Headmaster 
Woodstock, Virginia 


not only were there no bills outstanding, 
outside of the big indebtedness towards 
former Secretary Truxal, but there was 
practically not a penny in the treasury. 
Even about $125 paid as contributions for 
1933 were fully absorbed. That’s plainly 
a start at the very bottom. But we must 
have a bottom before we have a top. The 
ascent will, of course, be gradual, but 
there’s one comfort, we cannot go DOWN 
any farther; if we move at all, IT MUST 
BE UPWARD. And the start has been 
made. It is heartening and a tremendous 
encouragement to know that the first 
contribution has been made by our good 
President of the General Synod, the Rev. 
Dr. Henry J. Christman, who sent in $10 
for the 1933 program of the League. This 
proves that he is interested in “every good 
word and work”. Two further contribu- 
tions have since been received from two 
outstanding laymen: Mr. Theo. Wood, of 
Chambersburg (sub.) $40.00, and Elder 
Meyran, of Pittsburgh, Penna., a check 
for $25. Then came a refund of $8.81 
from Parkway Trust Company. May the 
Lord open the hearts of the men of 
our Church to help “put the Reformed 
Churchmen’s League on its feet” so that 
it can mobilize the man power of our 
Church and go out and do its appointed 
work. 


The Christian Church is the place to 
display good news, especially that of the 
glorious Gospel and of its fruitage in the 
hearts of men. St. John’s Church, Johns- 
town, Pa., closed its year of activity with 
remarkable records. Despite the depres- 
sion in this highly industrialized town, 
where the income of the people has been 
reduced almost to irreducible minimums 
through wage cuts and wage omissions, this 
congregation closed the year with a record 
of paying all outstanding bills, and a bal- 
ance of $2,194.79 in all treasuries. Some 
of this balance is yet to be applied to one 
or two lesser charities. In addition to 
this, $1,500 were invested in savings funds 
for the proposed educational building. The 
pastor, Dr. J. Harvey Mickley, reports 
that “the work of the congregation was 
maintained in a fine way through the un- 
ceasing activities of its organizations and 
people. Of course, St. John’s has a faith- 
ful and hard-working pastor, who loves his 
people and longs to lead them out into a 
larger experiences of Christ and into a 
richer Christian life. Dr. John M. G. 
Darms, who spent several days in St. 
John’s in January, and in a series of 5 ad- 
dresses sought to bring some helpful Gos- 
pel messages, found this congregation as 
much interested in spiritual work as in 
the administrative and educational. De- 
spite the rain, the first evening brought 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 


Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER : : Lebanon, Pa. 
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THE BIBLE WILL ALWAYS 
PROVE THE VERY BEST 


CONFIRMATION 
GIFT 


Here is a very special bargain—An 
$8.00 Bible for 


$5.50 


Convenient to carry and easy to 
read. An Oxford Reference Bible, 
51⁄2 x 734, inches, only 3⁄4 of an inch 
thick. India paper. Long Primer 
type. 

We have a limited stock of these 
Bibles on hand on which we are 
able to make this very attractive 
price. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 RACE ST. PHILA. PA. 


out over 200, and at the Communion ser- 
vices on Sunday, the Church was filled. 
The people of St. John’s love their pastor 
and their Church, and what is best, they 
love and seek to serve their Master in 
building His Kingdom in and beyond the 
borders of Johnstown. 


The members of Trinity Church, Saxton, 
Pa., were greatly surprised on Feb. 7 to 
learn that their pastor, Rev. Norman 8. 
Greenawalt would be confined to the par- 
sonage for 30 days on account of Scarlet 
Fever. Coming at this important time of 
the Church year it was disheartening. For- 
tunately he has recovered rapidly and is 
able to use much of his time for meditation 
and more intensive study than the active 
pastorate would permit. The members are 
rallying finely to his aid, assuming the 
greater part of the work, so that the work 
of the Church is actively being carried 
forward. As the pastor could not send out 
the regular weekly letter, the Consistory, 
realizing its importance, sent one out dur- 
ing the last week. Sunday School Super- 
intendent Huff assumed the responsibility. 
In this letter they called attention to the 
interesting service planned for Sunday 
evening, Feb. 19, a radio broadcast from 
Station P-A-R-S-O-N-A-G-E, the speaker to 
be pastor Greenawalt. This service was 
entirely planned by the members, Mr. Huff 
giving the use of his broadcasting appar- 
atus, and all the pastor had to do was to 
deliver the sermon at the “mike” in the 
parsonage. Mr. Chelton Smith introduced 
the speaker, whose theme was “Spiritual 
Adventuring”. All enjoyed the service and 
possibly the pastor enjoyed it most of all, 
for it gave him an opportunity to speak 
to those who have won an increasing place 
in his mind and heart. So this period of 
isolation is not without its blessings and 
compensations, serving to bring the pastor 
and people into a closer fellowship and call- 
ing forth a greater initiative among the 
members. 


Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. 8. R. 
3renner, minister. Each Sunday in Jan. 
was of some particular significance in this 
Church. On New Year’s evening a drama- 
tie service of worship—a New Year Can- 
dle Light Service—was conducted by the 
young people. This service was a very 
effective way of ushering in the New Year. 
Immediately following the Service a Fel- 
lowship Social was held in the Social room. 
The annual Congregational meeting was 
held on Jan. 11, at 8 P. M. Reports show- 
ing the spiritual and financial state of the 
Church was encouraging. A splendid pro- 
gram of musical selections and readings 
was in charge of Floyd E. Schick. At the 
close of the program a free social hour 
was enjoyed in the Social room ‘with a 
Hymn sing and the serving of refresh- 
ments by the Brotherhood. The Holy 


Communion was observed on Jan. 15.. The 
Spiritual Council has adopted the abbrevi- 
ated liturgical forms which were used for 
the first time at the Fall Communion ser- 
vice. In connection with this service the 
newly elected elders and deacons were or- 
dained and installed. During the morning 
service on Jan. 22, the choir sang the con- 
cluding chorus of Bach Cantata, “Sleepers, 
Wake”, in memory of Dr. J. Fred Wolle, 
late conductor of the Bethlehem Bach 
Choir. The evening service was conducted 
by the Young People’s Department. Ad- 
dresses were given ‘on “What Young 
People Owe to the Church”, “What Young 
People Would Like to Receive from the 
Church”, “Christ’s Challenge to Youth”, 
and “Youth of Today in World of Tomor- 
row”. The C. E. hour at 6.30 on Jan. 29 
was a “Camp Vesper Service” conducted 
exactly like the Vesper Services at Camp 
Mensch Mill. Mrs. William V. R. Seltzer, 
a teacher at the Camp, spoke on “Eyes”. 


During the Christmas season in the Dan- 
ville, Pa., Charge, Clark W. Heller, pas- 
tor, Christmas programs were given in all 
three Churches to large audiences. At 
Shiloh the Young People’s Department 
presented “The Holy Grail”, a Christmas 
pageant. Superintendent Fred W. Diehl 
was the director. On Jan. 15 the choirs 
of the Union Church at Freeburg sang 
the cantata, “Bethlehem”. Recent guest 
preachers are .the Revs. H. W. Becker, 
rector of Christ Episcopal Church, Edward 
G. Yeomans, of the Mahoning Church, and 
Walter E. Brown, of the Pine Street Luth- 
eran Church. On Jan. 8 the Rev. D. W. 
Kerr of Bloomsburg conducted the Com- 
munion services at Shiloh and Mausdale. 
Jan. 29 was a great day for the Reformed 
Churches of Montour County when Dr. 
Theodore Herman was our guest preacher 
at Shiloh and at Ridgeville, and in the 
evening at the Strawberry Ridge Church, 
the Rev. Thomas G. Jones, pastor, ad- 
dressed the congregations of that charge 
and the Danville Charge in a fellowship 
meeting of the two only Reformed 
Charges in Montour County. Recent offi- 
cers- elected in the several Churches are: 
Shiloh, S. L. Krum, W. T. Deeter, ©. C. 
Ritter, Robt. Cornelison; St. John’s, Mans- 
dale, Jos. Snyder, W. I. Hubbard, P. E. Fry; 
St. James, Ridgeville, Harvey Keiser, Har- 
old Shultz, Frank Kashner, and Charles 
Krum. At the latter, John Krum was 
elected Elder-emeritus. Mr. Krum has 
held office in the Church continuously for 
50 years. A catechetical class of 40 has 
been organized at Shiloh. Class 5 of the 
Berwick Church, the Rev. R. S. Vandevere, 
pastor, presented a drama, “Civil Service”, 
in Fellowship Hall, Feb. 22. The con- 
gregation joined with the Churches of 
Danville in union services during the Week 
of Prayer, and will unite in the Pre- 
Holy Week union services. 


REFORMED CHURCH HOME FOR THE 
AGED, WYNCOTE, PA. 


Rev. Charles B. Alspach, D.D., Supt. 


At the meeting of our Board of Manm- 
agers held a few days ago we were all 
pained to receive the resignation of our 
good President, Rev. Maurice Samson, 
D.D. While we were warned that this was 
coming, yet when it came we were all 
cast down. However, we are glad to tell 
you all that this resignation was not sent 
because of any lack of interest in our 
Home, but solely because of continued ill 
health and by the insistent demands of 
his physicians that he lay aside all activi- 
ties outside of his parish and that he 
assign as much of the work inside of his 
Church as possible to others as a neces- 
sary condition to complete recovery of 
his strength. With great reluctance and 
deep regret the resignation was accepted 
and the vacancy was referred to our com- 
mittee on nominations to report at our 
annual meeting, which will be held on 
March 10. 

The program for our Sunday afternoon 
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FACING CALVARY 
By William Evans, D.D. 


Unfolding the seventeenth chapter of 
Jobn with soul-gripping power. 

A gift book that will win the heart 
of the recipient. 91 pages, illustrated, 
printed in two colors, silk-corded, with 
extension covers and folded-in ends. 

Price, 40c 


THE SIX MIRACLES OF 
CALVARY 
By W. R. Nicholson, D.D. 


All Christian faith and every living 
hope must cast anchor at Calvary. 


These scenes and facts are powerfully 


illuminated in these six chapters: 


The Miraculous Darkness 

The Rending of the Veil 

The Miraculous Earthquake 

The Miracle of the Opened Graves 

The Undisturbed Grave Clothes of Jesus 

Revivals ip Life in the Calvary Grave- 
yar 


Eighty pages, 4 x 7%, purple art 
stock covers tastefully lettered and dec- 
orated in silver. Five copies $1.00, fifty 
or more for group use $15.00 per bun- 
dred. Send 20 cents in coin or stamps 
for sample copy. 
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services for March is as follows: March 
5, Rev. W. Sherman Kerschner, D.D.; 
March 12, Rev. Henry G. Maeder, Ph.D.; 
March 19, Rev. Frank H. Fisher, D.D. 
The health of the family is quite good at 
present. 


TESTIMONIALS OF PASTORS 


WHY I AM GLAD TO HAVE A 
CHAPTER OF THE REFORMED 
CHURCHMEN’S LEAGUE IN 
MY CHURCH 


CHAPTER NO. 1 


Rev. James E. Wagner, Lancaster, Pa.: 

Because it provides me ready to hand 
a group of reliable and interested men on 
whom I can call for immediate service in 
evangelism, social fellowship, financial 
emergencies, and the like. Because it of- 
fers a means of getting the men of our 
congregation to know one another inti- 
mately. Because it means that one night 
a month these men who pray together will 
also play together, which is a vital com- 
bination. Because it takes from my shoul- 
ders most of the burden of the every- 
member canvass. Because it affords an 
ideal opportunity to educate the men of 
the congregation in the program of our 
denomination. 


CHAPTER 20 
Dr. W. U. Helffrich, Bath, Pa.: 

Let me put it thus: After having had a 
League a bit over two years, it has de- 
veloped such leadership among our men 
(both young and older groups) that in 
the 
League could continue running the con- 
gregation for a year. Perhaps the preach- 
ing would not be up to standard, but they 
could put on a program of worship, and 
of finance, and do it well. 


NEW TESTAMENT TIMES IN 
I PALESTINE i 


Dr. Shailer Mathews has written 60.) 


many -books—a dozen or more—on re- — 
ligious and social problems that most of — 
my readers probably do not think of hin 
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as a historian, yet he began life as a his- 
torian, and his first three books were along 
historical lines. One of these first books, 
published in 1899, was “New Testament 
Times in Palestine.” It has always been 
a popular book and has gone through 
many editions. But so much new light has 
been thrown on New Testament times 
during the thirty years since the book 
was written that Dr. Mathews has re- 
written it and it has just come from the 
press of The Macmillan Company. 

It will be heartily welcomed, for it is 
an almost indispensable book for the un- 
derstanding, not only of the period out of 
which the New Testament sprang, but “of 
the drama of the human spirit” out of 
which Christianity emerged. No one can 
really understand Christianity as a re- 
ligion without understanding its connec- 
tion with Judaism, and it is to this under- 
standing that Dr. Mathews addresses him- 
self. The book is one of the best studies 
of the Judaism in which Jesus lived and 
taught that we have. Dr. Mathews begins 
with a survey of the course of Judaism up 
to the time of the Hellenistic influence. 
This is followed by two chapters on the 
conflict with Hellenism. Then we have 
the story of the development of national- 
ism. Chapter VII and VIII deal with the 
origin of the parties—the Pharisees and 
the Saducees, and the relation of the Jews 
and the Samaritans. Several chapters are 
devoted to Judea under the Roman rule— 
how it came about and its meaning for 
Judaism. It was in this Judaism, trying 
to live its life and find expression under 
the Roman yoke, that Christianity was 
born. One can never help wondering how 
different its origin and early history might 
have been had Christ been born in a Judea 
free from Roman rule and in a Judea that 
had been less influenced by the Hellenistic 
element. Suppose, even, that the only lan- 
guage Christ had known was Hebrew and 
that Paul had written in that language in- 
stead of Greek. What difference in the 
whole conception of the Messianic hope 
as held by the Jews and of Christ’s own 
thought of His Messianic Mission—or, at 
least, of His expression of His Messiah- 
ship—which pervades the Gospels—if He 
had not come into a Judea yearning for 
deliverance from the Roman yoke? Chap- 
ter XVI deals with “The Messianie Hope 
and Jesus” and explains the attitude of 
the Jews toward Jesus and the hostility of 
the Pharisees toward Him. It was very 
difficult for the oppressed Jews to con- 
ceive of a Messiah who would restore the 
spiritual Kingdom to all men rather than 
Judea to the Jews. 

To understand what is meant by Chris- 
tianity, as a fulfillment of Judaism, one 
must understand the religious aspects of 
Judaism, and nowhere can one find a 
better summation of this great monothe- 
istie religion in which Jesus and the writ- 
ers of the Epistles were reared and of 
which Christianity is a flowering, so to 
speak, than in Chapter XV of this book. 
Jesus began His active ministry not with 
the purpose of destroying Judaism, but of 
spiritualizing it and lifting it to universal 
significance. He was its product and per- 
haps at first had no thought of founding 
a new society. The new  society—the 
Church—came because the Jews refused 
to follow Him in His prophetie vision of 
a new Judaism and because of their in- 
ability to conceive of Judaism as a uni- 
versal religion rather than a nationalistic 
cult. “It was in this social psychology 
with its opposing currents and diversified 
expectation of a Kingdom of Jews that 
should be a Kingdom of God that the 
Christian Movement found its origin. To 
use the language of the scholars, Jesus 
sublimated the psychology of revolution, 
His struggle with the more conservative 
elements of His people can best be under- 
stood from the point of view of a move- 
ment tather than that of a philosophy or 
an independent religion.” 

I can best give the conclusions to which 
Dr, Mathews arrives after his exhaustive 
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study of the Judaism of New Testament 
Times by quoting the last and eloquent 
passage of this illuminating book: 

“It is a mistake to think of Christian- 
ity as the enemy of Judaism. Far more 
truly is it indebted to Judaism. Without 
the life and feelings and conditions born 
of the history of the three centuries we 
have sketched, the work of Jesus and of 
Paul would have been very different, if 
indeed possible. Neither Jesus nor Paul 
broke utterly with their marvellous na- 
tion. Rather, they were the successors of 
Moses and the prophets, and whenever the 
Christian Church names its Christ, it is 
unconsciously paying tribute to the deep 
piety of those later Hebrews, who, through 
persecution and disappointment, with un- 
swerving devotion to their ideas of divine 
righteousness, looked forward to a time 
when God would found His Kingdom upon 
the earth, and bequeathed to later gener- 
ations a faith and an ideal. But, for him 
who accepts Jesus as the Christ, the faith 
of Chasidim and Pharisees, of Zealot and 
scribe, is no longer national; their ideal 
has become the story of a life, and those 
who look for the Kingdom of God their 
Master foretold, can confidently urge the 
practicability of love as the law of social 
progress.” 

Frederick Lynch 


A MUSICAL TREAT IN BETHLEHEM 
(See picture of Prof. Samuels on cover 
page) 

Handel’s “The Messiah,’ with soloists, 
a chorus of 100 voices and full orchestra 
and organ accompaniment, was presented 
by Christ Church choir, Bethlehem, Pa., 
and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church choir, 
Allentown, Pa., on Sunday, Feb. 12, at 3 
P. M., in Christ Church, Rev. S. R. Bren- 
ner, minister. The rendition of Part I in 
complete form and the best solos and 
choruses of II and III have been given 
annually since 1927. Dr. Warren F. Acker, 
A. A. G. O., of St. Paul’s, presided at the 
organ console, while David Griffith Sam- 
uels, of Christ Church, directed. H. David 
Randall was manager of the orchestra of 
21 pieces and Miss Miriam Strohl was ac- 
companist. 

This annual rendition, given in part 
since 1899 by Christ Chureh choir, under 
the direetion of Prof. David Griffith 
Samuels, has become a traditional event in 
the musical life of Bethlehem. The solo- 
ists this year were: Miss Marvel Biddle, 
soprano, of Philadelphia, soloist at St. 
Martin’s Episcopal Church, Oak Lane; 
Miss Ruth Carhart, contralto, soloist at 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Philadel- 
phia; Mr. Henri Scott, bass-baritone, of 
Philadelphia, one of the leading bassos of 
the Metropolitan Opera Company of New 
York; Mr. Paul Randall, tenor, Melvern, 
New York. The musie lovers interested 
in hearing this immortal work filled the 
Church auditorium and gallery. 

Toward the close of the performance 
Mr. Floyd E. Schick presented Prof. 
Samuels with a bouquet of 36 roses, em- 
phasizing the appreciation of Christ 
Church and the musical publie of the ser- 
vices of Prof. Samuels. This Sunday 
marked the beginning of the 36th year of 
his service as organist and choirmaster in 
Christ Church. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


It is a little more than two months ago 
that the new Administration building was 
opened. That has been a time of many 
new experiences not only for the aged folks 
but for the employees as well. Those liv- 
ing in the new building had to become ac- 
quainted with the new bedrooms and the 
new furniture and with many other things 
entirely different from their former envir- 
onment. However, by this time they have 


-aequired new habits and they are begin- 


ning to enter into the pleasures which the 
new building affords. 
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PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 


gA Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 
and Faded Hair 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists, 


DO YOU NEED MONEYS 


for your favorite organization @ 


GOTTSCHALK’S METAL SPONGE 


has helped more than 40,000 bodies to raise 
money, thus enabling them to successfully 
carry on their work. Our liberal cooperative 
plan makes it easy for organizations to 
make money. Gottschalk’s 
Metal Sponge, due toa 
new patented processof 
formation, cleans and 
scours twice as fast 


with half the effort. 
Keeps the hands dainty and 
white. Sells on sight and re- 
peats. Write for our liberal 
money making plan. 
Metal Sponge Sales Corp. 
JOHN W. GOTTSCHALK, PRES. 
2726 Mascher St., Philadelphia 


' “The little fellow that does the big job” 


OTTSCHALKS 
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METAL SPONGE 


Your CHURCH, SOCIETY or SCHOOL 


NEEDS MONEY 


Sell finest Chocolate covered 5 cent bars and 
Twenty varieties. Pay 
Offer not good in South 
For full information write 

L. E. AUSTIN 
760 West End Ave. New York City 


earn money quickly. 
for bars in 30 days. 
or West. 


The employees too, had many things to 
learn. ‘The cleaning of the linoleum floors 
throughout the new building called for new 
methods; and the kitchen equipment entire- 
ly different from that of the old building, 
made it necessary for them to become ac- 
quainted with new machinery. It took 
some time until the various new machines 
could be operated with skill. At first some 
of the machines did not seem any improve- 
ment on equipment in the old building, 
but now their superiority has become ap- 
parent and they are being operated with 
skill. 

One of the new features of the kitchen 
is the cooking by steam. The vegetable 
steamer, the steam jacketed kettle, and the 
cereal cooker are doing most of the cook- 
ing now, and we have found this method 
very satisfactory and economical, the same 
is true of the steam coffee urns; then too 
the steam tables are proving very valuable. 

The kitchen aid does very much work 
and in very large measure relieves the 
cook’s labor which formerly would require 
much physical exertion. The wisdom of 
the Ladies’ Auxiliary, who cheerfully pro- 
vided the kitchen equipment, is quite 
evident. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


The Bethany Schools gave a Washing- 
ton program in Knerr Auditorium on Mon- 
day evening, Feb. 20. 

On Washington’s Birthday the Bethany 
Family was given a treat by the Never 
sink Tall Cedars of Lebanon. Three Read- 
ing Company buses arrived about 9 A. M., 
and with our own bus transported the chil- 
dren to the Park Theatre, Reading, where 
they enjoyed a special program of pictures 
and vaudeville. On leaving the theatre 
each child was presented with a Tall Cedar 
all-day sucker. Thirty-six of our children, 
being sunder six years of age, remained at 
home. When we remember that most Or- 
phanages do not receive children under 
five years of age, the additional responsi- 
bility at Bethany can be realized. 

We removed the hardwood trees from our 
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largest pine grove and it has made a big 
improvement. The pine trees look twice as 


large. 
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Helen B. Ammerman, Editor 
1331 Center Street, Ashland, Pa. 


“Theorizing will not go far unless fol- 
lowed up by practice with prayer.” 


Announcement. The W. M. S. of Lehigh 
Classis will hold 3 Christian Fellowship 
Congresses on Mar. 26, at 2.30 P. M., as 
follows: In St. John’s Church, Allentown, 
Mrs. J. M. Mengel, Reading, speaker. An- 
other in St. John’s Church, Kutztown, Mrs. 
B. M. Werkheiser, Coplay, speaker. An- 
other in St. Paul’s Church, Summit Hill, 
Mrs. P. R. Pontius, Lehighton, speaker. 
Mrs. Munsch is the committee chairman, 
and Mrs. Kleckner the Classical president. 


Reinstate Unemployed on Farms. A sug- 
gested solution and appeal comes from 
Miss Mary Leitch, 440 Harrison Ave., 
Claremont, Calif., a former missionary to 
Ceylon, to get the 10,000,000 unemployed 


CHURCH 


men back to the farms as homesteaders. 
She writes: “In the March issue of the 
‘Christian Century’ appeared an article 
which gained national attention: ‘A Main- 
tenance Farmer Speaks’, in which Mr. 
Wadhams, a New England farmer, told 
how he and his wife, convinced that the 
whole industrial system was headed for a 
smash, had taken an unwanted farm in 
New Hampshire and determined to achieve 
self-efficiency on it. Many times since we 
have wondered about Mr. Wadhams. Was 
the maintenance farmer maintaining him- 
self? Then came the second article and 
our question was answered. Mr. Wadhams 
reported, ‘Our fundamental needs are sup- 
pled; we have worked hard and are happy.’ 
This is something that the 10,000,000 un- 
employed men in our country cannot say. 
Could not many of them be placed on some 
unwanted farms in the United States? The 
depression will come to an end, but the 
machine will continue to displace men. It 
is said that man is obsolete as a source of 
energy in productive industry. He has 
gone the way of the horse as a source of 
power. If the present situation is allow- 
ed to continue, with its soul destroying 
agony for the unemployed, will it not be 
a sin against the most high God and against 
our brother man?” 


Miss Leitch suggests that the cost to 
support ten million men and to cover 
crime-costs is approximately ten billion 
dollars a year. Some may regain: employ- 
ment before the end of this year, but is it 
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Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO WORD SANDWICHES 


NO. 9 
1. Manna 5. Tweed 
2. Opera 6. Tapes 
3. Steam 7. Saber 
4. Usher 8. Shown 


MAKE 7 WORDS OUT OF 21—N0O. 7 


1. Mid 8. i 15. mint 

2. Mit 9. per 16. man 

3. A 10. son 17. co 

4. Car 11. ship 18. bag 

5. Cal 12. base 19. gate 

6. Pep 13. i 20. ate 

7. Per 14. pet 21. ment 
—A. M.S. 


“John, a poor old creature came to the 
door this morning and I gave her some 
old clothes.” 

“What did you give her?” 

“That old suit you’d been wearing for 
six years and the dress I bought last 
month.” 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE MAN WHO ESCAPED IN 
A BASKET 

Text, II Corinthians 11:33, “And through 
a window was I let down in a basket by 
the wall, and escaped his hands.” 

Next to Christ Himself, one of the most 
remarkable and influential men in the his- 
tory of the Christian Church is St. Paul. 

He was born in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, 
one of the southeast provinces of Asia 


Minor. Asa boy he doubtless watched the 
rafts of timber which floated down to the 
Mediterranean Sea and the bales of goods 
which lay on the wharves. Many of the 
illustrations in his epistles were drawn 
from the mercantile life with which he 
was familiar in his native city. 

He was born in a Jewish home with a 
Jewish ancestry behind him. He came 
from the tribe of Benjamin, and was by 
birth and training a member of the strict- 
est sect of the Pharisees. He says of him- 
self in his letter to the Philippians, “If 
any other man thinketh to have confidence 
in the flesh, I yet more: circumcised the 
eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; 
as touching the law, a Pharisee; as touch- 
ing zeal, persecuting the church; as touch- 
ing the righteousness which is in the law, 
found blameless.” 

In his youth he learned the trade of 
tent-making. It was the custom among the 
Jews to teach every boy a trade, so that it 
might be a source of help to him in time 
of need. Paul might have received his 
support from those to whom he ministered, 
but he earned his own way by means of 
his trade. In his first letter to the Corin- 
thians he says: “Even so did the Lord 
ordain that they that proclaim the gospel 
should live of the gospel.” 

There were times when he was sick and 
could not work at his trade, when he was 
supported by some of the Church members 
to whom he had ministered before. The 
Corinthian Christians must have been poor, 
for in his second letter to them he wrote: 
“Or did I commit a sin in abasing myself 
that ye might be exalted, because I preach- 
ed to you the gospel of God for nought? 
I robbed other churches, taking wages of 
them that I might minister unto you; and 
when I was present with you and was in 
want, I was not a burden on any man; for 
the brethren, when they came from Mace- 
donia, supplied the measure of my want; 
and in everything I kept myself from being 
burdensome unto you, and so will I keep 
myself.” 
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-put him to death. It meant a great 
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not probable that as many will be displac- 
ed by the increasing use of machinery? 
COULD NOT A NATIONAL ORGANIZA- 
TION BE EFFECTED TO PUT THE 
BULK OF UNEMPLOYED MEN BACK 
ON THE LAND? For president of such 
an organization it occurs to me to sug- 
gest the name of Herbert Hoover, who 
has large scale experience in the work, 
Others officers might be Henry Ford, John 
Rockefeller, Jr., and such men. 


A human being, a brother man made in 
the likeness of his Maker, needs more than 
food and clothing. HE NEEDS A HOME 
AND WORK. The ten billion dollars now 
spent for relief each year if used in get- 
ting them back on the land and helping 
them to put up houses, would be a material 
help. Is there any other possible solu- 
tion to this problem? We know that the 
bulk of the human race is now getting its 
support from the soil. May we take up 
this effort in Christ’s name? 


Fine Report. From the accounts of the 
treasurer of Trinity Church, York, Pa., 
Miss Barnhart, we see some splendid items. 
The T. O. amounted to $156.58; proceeds 
from a bazaar and supper, $192.40; sale 
of prayer calendars, $6.90; receipts from 
dues, $93.70; receipts from contributing 
members, $35.50; and the credit balance is 
$43.85. Among the expenditures we see 
$96.24 paid to a Church building fund; 
$150 to the Hoffman Orphanage; and $5 to 
Bowling Green Academy. 


And to the Thessalonians he wrote: “For 
yourselves know how ye ought to imitate 
us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly 
among you; neither did we eat bread for 
nought at any man’s hand, but in labor and 
travail, working night and day, that we 
might not burden any of you: not because 
we have not the right, but to make our- 
selves an example unto you, that ye should 
imitate us.” ` 

There was an excellent university at 
Tarsus, which surpassed all the other uni- 
versities of that day in the study of phil- 
osophy, and educational literature in gen- 
eral. Paul doubtless was influenced by this 
literary atmosphere and acquired an excel- 
lent education. He could speak Hebrew 
and Greek. He was also schooled in He- 
brew prejudice. 

One of the greatest blessings of Paul’s 
life was that he came under the influence 
and instruction, at the age of thirteen, of 
Gamaliel, one of the seven great doctors 
of the Jews, in the city of Jerusalem. He 
himself says that he was “brought up in 
this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, instruct- 
ed according to the strict manner of the 
law of our fathers, being zealous for God.” 


When Christianity began to spread and ~ 
the Church grew apace, Paul became one © 


of its most ardent persecutors. He says, 
“I persecuted this Way unto the death, 
binding and delivering into prisons both 
men and women.” While on his way to 
Damascus, with official letters giving him 
permission and authority to bring to Jeru- 
salem for punishment any Christians whom 
he might find there, he was converted to 


Christianity. He was changed from the 


most zealous persecutor of the followers of 
the Lord, Jesus Christ, to one of His most 
ardent and loyal followers and workers. — 
This stands out as one of the greatest — 
moral and spiritual miracles of all time. 
Naturally, the Jews hated Paul from that 
day on, regarded him as a traitor to the 
cause of the Jewish religion, and tried 


fice for Paul to take this step. He 
have been highly honored among the 
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ish people because of his religious zeal, 
would have been regarded as one of their 
foremost leaders, and would doubtless have 
become an influential member of the San- 
hedrin. Instead of that he became a fol- 
lower of the lowly Nazarene, and was will- 
ing to suffer persecution, hardship, and 
death itself for His sake. And it is doubt- 
ful whether many Christians suffered and 
endured more afflictions than did Paul. 

Listen to this catalogue of his afflictions 
as he recites them in order in his second 
letter to the ‘Corinthians, in the eleventh 
and twelfth chapters: “Yet whereinsoever 
any is bold (I speak in foolishness), I am 
bold also. Are they Hebrews? so am I. 
Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they 
the seed of Abraham? so am I. Are they 
ministers of Christ? (I speak as one be- 
side himself) I more; in labors more 
abundantly, in prisons more abundantly, 
in stripes above measure, in deaths oft. 
Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day have I been 
in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils 
of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils 
from my countrymen, in perils from the 
Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in 
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; in labor and travail, 
in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, 
in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 
Besides those things that are without, there 
is that which presseth upon me daily, anx- 
iety for all the Churches. Who is weak, and 
I am not weak? who is caused to stumble, 
and I burn not? If I must needs glory, I 
will glory of the things that concern my 
weakness. The God and Father of the Lord 
Jesus, he who is blessed for evermore 
knoweth that I le not.” 

And now comes the interesting incident 
which suggested our subject. The Jews 
had tried on numerous occasions to put 
Paul out of the way. In fact, one time 
they thought they had finished him up. 
It was at Lystra, where Paul had cured a 
man who had been a cripple from his birth, 
and the people thought that he and 
Barnabas were gods come down from 
heaven, and were about to worship them, 
but they prevented them. Some Jews, who 
had come from Antioch and Iconium, ston- 
ed Paul, and dragged him out of the city, 
supposing him to be dead. But, as some 
of the Christians stood round about him, 
he rose up, and entered into the city. 

Now Paul had come to Damascus, that 
city toward which he was going when he 
was converted. But this time he came for 
a different purpose: not to persecute the 
followers of Christ, but to preach the gos- 
pel and to comfort and encourage the 
Christians in the city. And the governor 
under Aretas the king guarded the city so 
as to take Paul, at the instigation of the 
Jews. Now they thought they had him in 
a trap. All the gates were strongly guard- 
ed, and if he attempted to escape they 
would capture him and put him to death. 
“And,” says Paul, “through a window was 
I let down in a basket by the wall, and 
escaped his hands.” His time was not up, 
because his work was not finished. God 
wanted him to testify for him at Rome. 


In the twelfth chapter Paul speaks of his 
visions and revelations, and of his thorn in 
the flesh, which was his most constant af- 
fliction, and for the removal of which he 
had besought the Lord three times. But 
the answer he received was: “My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” And he doubtless 
carried it with him to the end of his life. 

Paul had inherited Roman citizenship, of 
which he was justly proud. This also help- 
ed to save his life at times. This enabled 
him to appeal to Caesar, and he was carried 
to Rome, where he testified for Christ even 
in the palace of Caesar. Although he was 
imprisoned for a long time, he used his 
opportunity to witness for Christ to the 
Roman guards, some of whom became 
Christians. 


And it was from this prison that he 
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cus. “No,” said Reuben, “but if I know 

Herod, he will be pleased with the compli- 

pe ss ment, ‘put he will send the Teacher back. 

An untrained eye could never have He earned too much odium over the affair 

seen of John the Baptist. He will not dare 
Where a little cog wheel in a great to kill another Prophet.” 

machine “T will try what I can do with Pilate in 

Was whirling around at a rapid the meanwhile, then,” said Marcus. “Will 

pace— you gather the disciples together?” He 


Until it came loose and fell from 
its place; 
But soon as the cog to the floor did 
drop, 
The machine slowed down and 
came to a stop, 
For it, with its balance all askew, 
Could not do the work it was 
meant to do. 


You may be a cog in a big machine, 

And feel that your labor’s un- 
noticed, unseen, 

That the part you play is so very 


small, 
You might just as well not be here 
at all; 
But just call to mind that, in God’s 
great plan, 
There’s a place for ev’ry woman 
and man, 
That if you drop out, your duty for- 
sake, 
Another cog then your place must 
take. 


The out-of-place cog, its usefulness 
lost, 
Like a masterless life, with the 
scrap may be tossed, 
But if it’s restored to the place it 
had been, 
A new round of service it then 
may begin; 
In doing its part, no matter how 
small, 
Finds a small place better than 
none at all; 
And you'll learn, if you stick and see 
the task through, 
That you'll do the work that is 
yours to do. 


—W. Walter Esmer. 
“Graycroft” 
Boonsboro, Md. 


wrote some of his immortal letters, which 
are still exerting an influence for good in 
the Church and in the world. If he had 
not suffered these imprisonments we might 
have been deprived of some of these pre- 
cious treasures. He was now ready to be 
offered up and the time of his departure 
had come, so he met a Roman’s death by 
beheading and went home to wear the 
Christian’s crown which was laid up for 
him. 


“Our mamma is very kind to us. Every 
time we drink our cod-liver oil without 
crying, we get sixpence each.” 

“And what do you do with the money?” 

“Mamma buys more oil with it.” — 
Selected. 


MANY SHALL COME 


A Story By 
Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer 


(Continued from last week) 
XV. 


The streets around the Antonia were 
jammed with people, so that even the gate 
to the Jericho road was almost impassable. 
As Marcus forced a way toward the pri- 
vate entrance, a hand seized his stirrup. 
Looking down, he saw Reuben. “Pilate is 
sending Him to Herod,” said the scribe, 
hastily. 

“Then we can do nothing,” groaned Mar- 


gave quickly such details as he knew of 
their whereabouts. “I do not think there 
is danger of their arrest in such a mob, 
and if Pilate appeals to the people, as I 
shall urge him to do, they may be able 
to influence the mob to demand His 
release.” 

The scribe touched his forehead and was 
gone. A rush of the crowd towards the 
gate of the castle, where a group of sol- 
diers were bringing out the Prisoner to 
take Him to the Tetrarch of Galilee, clear- 
ed a passage for the centurion’s horse, and 
he urged him towards the door he desired 
to reach. The further he went however, 
the more he doubted if his hastily formed 
plan would work, for the temper of the 
mob was not favorable to their former idol. 
Many had been so stupid that they had 
only just realized that His teachings im- 
plied His divinity. These were shouting 
their denunciation of His blasphemy. 
Others who would have forgiven anything 
in a successful rebel, now turned with the 
instinct of wild animals upon the captive. 
A man mounted upon the stone ledge at 
the base of the fortress was haranguing 
those nearest him. “He ought to die,” he 
shrieked, “He ought to die! The cheat! 
The blasphemer, the deceitiful villain!” 

Marcus rode his horse at the man, and 
pulled him off the coping. “Who are you 
that speak against the Galilean?” he de- 
manded. “Have I not seen you among His 
most ardent adherents?” 

“Oh spare me! noble Roman!” whimper- 
ed the man. “I followed Him, indeed, but 
that was before I knew where His teach- 
ings would lead. He deceived us, noble 


Roman, He lied to thousands of us. We 
did not want a blaspheming imbecile. He 
promised to establish a kingdom. He 


preached kingdom, kingdom, kingdom, un- 
til we thought He was Messiah. And what 
does He offer us? A kingdom of the spirit! 
‘We should love our enemies and that will 
be the kingdom’ ! Is that a man to follow, 
I ask you? We don’t want a kingdom of 
love. We want a man to overthrow the 
Romans—Oh!,” he howled in sudden reali- 
zation of what he had said—“TI didn’t mean 
it!’ I didn’t mean it!” 

Marcus loosed him with a contemptuous 
fling, and he wriggled off through the 
crowd. But Marcus saw that this was per- 
haps a true expression of the mob spirit. 

Tertia meanwhile, had gone round to 
another gate, and hurried to the palace, 
but found, to her surprise, that her mis- 
tress was already at the fortress. She pro- 
ceeded there as fast as the crowded streets 
would allow, and found Pilate’s wife bath- 
ed in tears. 

“Oh Tertia! Tertia!” she sobbed, “I 
know why you’ve come, but I can do noth- 
ing, nothing. Oh why did this Man let 
Himself be caught. It will be the death 
of us all. Only think, Tertia, I was dream- 
ing about Him last night. I dreamt—oh 
a horrible dream, that there was a statue 
of the Man as tall as the statue of Jupiter 
Capitolinus and Pontius had a rope tied 
to it and was pulling it down. I tried to 
stop him, but it was moving already, and 
as I argued, it fell and crushed us both. 
I woke all of a tremble, and for a moment 
I thought I still heard that terrible thing 
falling. Then I realized it was people 
shouting in the streets. Only hear them, 
Tertia! They’ve been at it ever since. The 
slaves told me this very Man was before 
Pontius for judgment. I’ve tried to see 
him, Tertia! Pve tried! I’ve tried! You 
know how he dreads having people think 
his wife rules him. He won’t let me near 
him when he’s on the judgment seat. What 
shall I do? What shall I do?” 


They wept together until redoubled 
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shouting in the streets told them that the 
Captive had been returned to Pilate. After 
a time Marcus came to the door and asked 
for Tertia. His face was drawn. ‘“Pilate’s 
hands are tied,” he said. “A few years 


ago he might safely have freed Jesus. But 


since Sejanus was executed, he is under 
such grave suspicion as a relative and ap- 
pointee of the traitor, that he dares not 
give cause for the least suspicion of laxity. 
Caiphas and Annas know that as well as 
we do, and they threaten to inform Caesar 
that Pilate has freed the Leader of a seri- 
ous revolt. What can Pontius do? His 


only hope is to persuade the crowd to ac- 
cept Jesus’ freedom as their passover gift. 
He has asked them twice, and they clamor 
for Bar Abbas.” 

“Where are the disciples?” 

“T eannot imagine, unless Reuben has 
not reached them. I have begged Pilate 
to delay his final decision as long as pos- 
sible, and he will try to allay their blood 


lust by having Him scourged. Tertia, I 
have seen Him, at last. He is more won- 
derful than we ever imagined. I think 


Pilate is awed by the sight of His ma- 
jesty.” 

Tertia was crying softly. Marcus put 
his arm around her shoulder. “Don’t ery, 
dear,” he said. “I am afraid He must die, 
but He is ready for it. I believe He plan- 
ned for it. Tertia, did Socrates’ death im- 
pede the spread of his doctrines? Don’t 
you remember what Jesus said to Nico- 
demus? ‘And, I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth shall draw all men unto Me.’ I be- 
lieve He meant this even then. He has 
for three years taught the most sublime 
doctrines to a group of carefully chosen 
men. If He dies, cruelly and unjustly, the 
attention of the world will be drawn to 
those doctrines and He can trust the twelve 
to repeat them to all who will listen. He 
is sacrificing His body that His words may 
live. Don’t cry, Tertia! It is the most 
sublime thing that has ever been done in 
the world. I believe John was right when 
he called Him ‘the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world? He 
dies, a sacrifice, that men may sin no 
more.” 

(To Be Continued) 


A farmer, being elected to the school 
board, visited the village school and 
tested the intelligence of the class by the 
question: 

“Now, boys, can any of you tell me 
what ‘nothing’ is?” 

After a moment’s silence a small boy 
in the back of the room rose. “It’s what 
you gave me the other day for holding yer 
horse.” 


| Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


The “Young Friends” of our Fleetwood 
Church are among the busiest young peo- 
ple I know. They’re always giving plays 
and having “silver offering” affairs. Why? 
Last year they earned enough to send more 
than half a dozen delegates to Camp 
Mensch Mill, and each camper, you know, 
needs $25. And one of the finest projects 
they have had, was a series of Vesper serv- 
ices last summer, and each time they in- 
spired the Church folks to “come up high- 
er.” And so it was that their last out-door 
Vespers was held at the Pinnacle, the high- 
est spot that could be found. What a 
climb that was! We swung along the 
level for a little while, and along a wind- 
ing country road, and out across the fields, 
where the real climb began—through pines 
and on up until finally we came to the 
rocks. What a glorious sight it was to 
see men, women, and children climbing up 
and up, sometimes on their hands and 
knees. Nor was it easy to climb down 
again. We watched the clouds and gazed 
on all that lay below us, and then as the 
sun began to go down, we had our service. 
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Part of that worship was a short pageant 
by the “Young Friends” and it was all so 
beauteously done, high there on the Pin- 
nacle, that all those who made that hard 
climb can never forget it. And because 
the little girl who made the climb with me, 
sent me her picture for Christmas, I want 
to share that gift with you. Her name is 
Mae E. Moatz. So here’s “Pinnacle Ves- 
pers” greetings to all my climbers who, 
when they are old enough to become 
“Young Friends” will like to inspire others 
to worship God on mountain tops as well 
as in the valleys. 


Here’s a little poem written by C. A. 
Fish that will undoubtedly strike a respon- 
sive chord in many breasts: 


In savage tribes where skulls are thick 
And primal passions rage, 
They have a system sure and quick 
To cure the blight of age. 
For when a native’s youth has fled 
And years have snapped his vim 
They simply knock him in the head 
And put an end to him. 


But we in this enlightened age 
Are built of sterner stuff; 
And so we look with righteous rage 
On deeds so harsh and rough. 
For when a man grows old and gray 
And weak and short of breath, 
We simply take his job away 
And let him starve to death. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


LIBERTY FOR THE CHILD 
Mrs. Nestor Noel 


I was sitting in the park one day watch- 
ing a very alert little boy playing. Every 
now and then his mother would call him 
to her. She objected to almost everything 
he undertook to do. When he started to 
swing, she told him to try climbing a 
pole. She diverted his attention con- 
stantly. 

“It is so hard to manage a boy,” she 
confided to me. 

“I do not think so,” I answered. “But 
I can see what makes it seem that way 
to you if you will excuse me for saying 
s0. 

She laughed. “I am not narrow-minded,” 
she said. “Two heads are better than one. 
Tell me, what is the matter?” 

“Overmanagement,” I replied at once. 

She was astonished until I pointed out 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


If you displace a man because of 
your superior ability, be superior 


enough not to talk about your pred- 
ecessor‘s failings. 
—Now and Then. 
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several little incidents. “The child has 
a right to his liberty,’ I told her. “As 
long as he is not doing anything wrong 
or really dangerous, I should let him en- 
joy it. He likes to go from swing to pole 
as he pleases. He likes to rush up on a 
rock or climb a tree and to pretend. All 
the spontaneity is taken from his play 
when he is told exactly what to do mo- 
ment by moment. He does not want to 
feel that he is being watched all the 
time.” 

“But he likes me to be with him,” she 
interrupted. ; 

“Oh yes,” I agreed, “he likes to feel 
that you are near, to bring you his little 
triumphs, to ask if you saw how high he 
climbed and all that, but best of all, to 
him, are the moments when he is so ab- 
sorbed in his activity, whatever it may be, 
that he is quite unconscious of the pres- 
ence of grown persons. 

“Now suppose you were interested in 
your book or in talking to me. You’d take 
your eyes off the boy part of the time, 
at least. He really is old enough to take 
care of himself, you know. How much 
happier both of you would be! Your boy 
would have such fun telling you after- 
wards about some of his experiences.” 

“I suppose you’re right,’ she admitted. 
“He seems safe. I wonder why parents 
always worry.” 

“T believe it is because we think of the 
child as our absolute property,” I an- 
swered. “We seldom allow a child any 
privacy. We want to direct him too much. 
We think we have a right to know every 
secret thought. What chance has a child 
to be original with so much management? 
How can he work out his own puzzles?” 

This life is a great adventure to every 
boy and girl. If we refrain from trying 
to dominate and instead are merely inter- 
ested and quietly sympathetic, we shall 
be helpful. Overmanagement! How many 
of our children are still suffering from it 
even in this age and in this land of lib- 
erty! 


“From the standpoint of a father and a 
grandfather, as well as from the stand- 
point of a teacher of more than thirty 
years’ experience, I should say that the 
people in general utterly fail to under- 
stand the significance of pre-school and 
kindergarten training. If I had the power, 
I would determine that every child should 
have a splendid kindergarten training be- 
fore entering the organized grade school.” 
—Geo. E. Martin, President, State Teach- 
ers College, Kearney, Nebr. 


The National Kindergarten Association, — 


8 West Fortieth Street, New York, will 
lend charts and furnish leaflets free to 
anyone desiring to work to get a kinder- 
garten opened. Write for information, 


THE CYNIC DEFINES A BANQUET ~ 


A banquet is an affair where you eat a 
lot of food you don’t want before talk- 
ing about something you don’t understand 


to a crowd of people who don’t want to — 


hear you. 


The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D.D. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK MARCH 6-12 
Memory Verse: The Son of man came not 


to be ministered unto, but to minister, and, — 


to give His life a ransom for many. Matt. 
20:28. ; 
Memory Hymn: “Jesus, Keep Me Near 
the Cross.” i 
Theme: Jesus Ministering to the Muli 
tude. e 


Monday—The Twelve Sent Forth 
Mark 6:1-13 z 


The “Twelve” whom Jesus had S 
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from the many followers had been with 
their Master for some time. They had 
heard His teaching and witnessed His pow- 
er over nature, disease and the forces of 
evil. Jesus now sends them forth to 
preach and to cast out devils, i. e., they 
were to enter upon their evangelistie ac- 
tivities. He sent them forth by couples, 
very likely carefully selected, so that they 
might be of mutual help one to another. 
The directions he gave them for their mis- 
sionary work are suggestive. They were to 
preach repentance, and their message was 
to be attended by works of mercey. Their 
work was similar to that of the Master’s, 
in fact it was to be a continuation of the 
work He begun and was still doing. Some 
of the directions were, no doubt, tempo- 
rary; however the kind of work the 
“Twelve” were commissioned to do is a 
type of the work the Chureh must do to- 
day. 

Prayer: Dear Master, Thou art still send- 
ing out Thy messengers today, as Thou 
didst send forth the twelve apostles. The 
call to repentance is still needed. Help us 
to listen carefully to, and follow Thy in- 
structions. Amen. 


Tuesday—Death of John the Baptist 
Mark 6:14-29 

The work of Jesus and His apostles as 
well as the growing reputation of the Lord, 
reached the ears of Herod. The report 
aroused his attention as well as his fear. 
The estimate people placed upon the work 
of Jesus was that in Him one of the great 
prophets had arisen. King Herod, trou- 
bled by his guilty conscience, identified 
Jesus with John the Baptist, whom he had, 
perhaps shortly before this, beheaded. 
These rumors and various estimates con- 
cerning Jesus, give Mark the opportunity 
to insert at this time an account of the 
Baptist’s death. John had spoken of him- 
self as a voice. The voice was silenced— 
Herod in his execution had attended to 
that—but that which the voice proclaimed, 
the word of God, the eternal truth, could 
not be silenced. It lived on and still lives. 

Prayer: O God, Thou dost work in mys- 
terious ways. Men may stop the voice of 
Thy messengers, but Thy truth lives on for- 
ever. Men come and go, but Thou art the 
unchanging one. Help us to work together 
with Thee in carrying out Thy divine pur- 
poses. Amen. 


Wednesday—Feeding the Five Thousand 
Mark 6:30-44 

Two things may have contributed to the 
decision of Jesus to withdraw to a desert 
place, the apostles’ need for rest after their 
missionary tour and also the terror (per- 
haps hostility) of Herod. But the eager- 
ness of the people to hear and see Jesus 
interfered with the Master’s plan. He sim- 
ply could not remain hidden. As He look- 
ed upon the people they seemed to Him to 
be shepherdless and His great heart of love 
went out towards them. We are told in 
the gospels that Jesus “was moved with 
compassion” and this compassion prompted 
Him to do something to meet both their 
spiritual and their physical needs. After 
teaching them He commands the disciples 
“to give them to eat.” In the hands of 
Jesus, their meagre supply of 5 loaves and 
2 fishes, is blessed and multiplied to satisfy 
all. After gathering the fragments the 
disciples discover that they have a bounti- 
ful Lord. 


Prayer: 
“Break Thou the bread of life, dear Lord 
to me, 
As Thou didst break the loaves, beside 
the sea; 
Beyond the sacred page I seek Thee, 
Lord; 
My spirit pants for Thee, O Living 
Word.” Amen. 


Thursday—Reassuring the Disciples 
Mark 6:45-52 
John, in his gospel, tells us that the peo- 
ple, after the miraculous feeding of the 
5,000, desired to make Jesus their king. 
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TO-DAY 


“We are using To-Day in our worship and are greatly 
pleased with it—the handiest thing yet and offers 
change and variety,” writes Dr. C. A. Hauser, of Phila. 


A DEVOTIONAL MAGAZINE FOR EVERYDAY 


The approaching Lenten season presents a wonderful opportunity to pastors for 


emphasizing the development of personal religious life. 


Again and again our readers 


say, ““To-Day is the best devotional guide I have ever had.” This new monthly period- 
ical offers devotional material for every day which consists of an inspirational thought 
followed by comment, a Scripture verse, a Scripture passage for reading, and a suggest- 


ed prayer. 


A sample copy will prove to you that it meets a real spiritual need. 


Subscriptions: $1.00 for two years; 60 cents for one year. 


For sample copies address 


The WESTMINSTER PRESS, 423-S Witherspoon Bldg. Phila. 


Jesus, however, compelled the disciples to 
enter a boat while He quietly dismissed 
the crowd. Then He went up into a moun- 
tain to pray. How much prayer meant to 
Jesus! Does He not teach us to be instant 
in prayer, to put aside worldly cares by 
seeking fellowship with God? In the mean- 
time the disciples were in sore distress, 
battling with the raging storm. Toward 
morning the Master came to their rescue. 
When they saw Him, walking upon the sea, 
they were terrified. His words: “Be of 
good cheer, it is I, be not afraid,’ reas- 
sured them. They knew Him by His voice 
and their fear left them. 

Prayer: Dear Master, Thou art always 
near, just when we need Thee most. Help 
us to learn this lesson and to place our 
trust in Thee. We thank Thee for the 
truth taught us in today’s meditation. 
Amen. 


Friday—Many Persons Healed 
Mark 6:53-56 


The closing verses of chapter six in Mark 
record many acts of healing which added 
to the popularity of Jesus. These few 
words of Mark give us a glimpse of how 
extensive the healing ministry of Jesus 
must have been. Those are remarkable 
words: “All that were sick” and “as many 
as touched Him were healed.” The cases 
recorded in the gospels are only a few of 
the many. Yet these few help us to under- 
stand that people recognized the fact that 
Jesus was their Friend, their Helper in 
every need. None were disappointed and 
though the faith of many was weak, yet 
all, who were willing to stretch forth the 
hand in faith and touch the hem of His 
garment received a blessing in return for 
the effort. 

Prayer: 
“What a wonderful Saviour is Jesus, my 
Jesus! 
What a wonderful Saviour is Jesus, my 
Lord!” Amen. 


Saturday—Jesus the Humble Servant 
Philippians 2:1-11 

In our passage we have an exhortation 
to unity and humility. Paul is writing to 
the members of his beloved Church in Phil- 
ippi, a Church for which he has many 
words of praise. He is concerned about 
them and is anxious that they, as followers 
of the Lord, may exert an influence for 
good in their community. There were fac- 
tions in the Church which were threatening 


A Notable New Hymn Book 
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to disturb the peace and unity. He holds 
up Christ before them as the supreme ex- 
ample of self-humiliation. In the light of 
what Christ gave up in order to serve us, 
it is impossible for any who claim to be 
His followers to be selfish or boastful. 
Christ never thought of Himself first—the 
glory of God and the welfare of His breth- 
ren were uppermost in his mind. He Him- 
self expressed this in these words: “The 
Son of Man came not to be-ministered unto 
but to minister.” May this mind of Christ 
be in us! 
Prayer: 

“Ever patient, gentle, meek, - 

Holy Saviour, was Thy mind; 

Vainly in myself I seek 

Likeness to my Lord to find; 

Yet that mind which was in Thee, 

May be, must be formed in me.” Amen. 


Sunday—Ministering to the Nations 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

Joy and gladness are the dominant notes 
of our chapter issuing from a heart which 
is full of hope because of the prediction 
that a wonderful transformation is to take 
place in Judah. The wilderness shall be- 
come as fruitful as the most fertile places 
in Palestine. The finest and fairest places 
are mentioned in verse two, Lebanon, 
Carmel, Sharon. This prophecy was partly 
fulfilled in the return of the Jews from the 
Babylonian captivity. There is also a 
deeper meaning to these words. A trans- 
formation, just as wonderful as the one de- 
scribed in the first verses, will be wrought 
by the power of God in human hearts. The 
Gospel of Jesus has transforming and re- 
newing power. Through the proclamation 
of the gospel, the eyes of the blind are 
opened and the ears of the deaf are un- 
stopped. In this there is cause for rejoic- 
ing. 

Prayer: Our Lord and Father, may Thy 
loving presence be real to us this day, 
when we worship Thee in Thy sanctuary. 
Help us to do it in spirit and in truth. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen, 
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President-elect Roosevelt ended his 10- 
day fishing vacation Feb. 14 and returned 
to New York, where he will conelude his 
arrangements for taking over the Presi- 
dency on Mar. 4. 

The “best business brains” of the nation 
was summoned before the Senate Finance 
Committee Feb. 13 in an attempt to chart 
a trail leading out of the depression. 

The Japanese delegation to the League 
of Nations Feb. 12 received Tokyo’s reply 
to inquiries concerning the Manchurian 
situation, saying that Japan cannot re- 
nounce Manchukuo. 

Reports of 70,000 killed in an earth- 
quake in remote Kansu province, China, 
were brought recently by foreigners reach- 
ing Peiping from the desolated area. 

Signatures of 430 Protestant clergymen 
of New York State, members of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation, were on a petition 
to President-elect Roosevelt, urging recog- 
nition of Russia. 

Gen. John J. Pershing is scheduled to be 
grand marshal of the Roosevelt inaugural 
parade. 

Twelve million American workers are 
estimated by President Green, of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, to have been out 
of work during January. 

Official figures reveal that the Belgian 
government in 1932 expended approximate- 
ly $27,833.33 in old-age pensions. 

The Senate added $22,000,000 to the 
army appropriation bill to open citizens’ 
military training camps to 88,000 jobless 
and homeless youths. 

A model grain farm under all American 
management has been started in the north 
Caucasus region as a stimulus to the local 
peasantry. 

Gates MeGarrah, of New York, president 
of the Bank of International Settlements, 
has resigned. 

A new era in transportation, with regu- 
lation concentrating on insuring the most 
efficient service at the lowest competitive 
cost, is envisaged in the report of the 
National Transportation Committee, pub- 
lished Feb. 14. * This report, the result of 
more than fours months of work, most of 
which was under the direction of the late 
Calvin Coolidge, has been anxiously await- 
ed by large investors of the Nation’s $20,- 
000,000,000 railroad system. 

President-elect Roosevelt was saved 
from assassination Feb. 15 at Miami, but 
five other persons were wounded by bul- 
lets intended for him. Among the serious- 
ly wounded was Mayor Anton J. Cermak, 
of Chicago. The man who fired the shots 
was Guiseppe Zangara, a bricklayer, 33 
years of age. He has been sentenced to 
80 years in prison. 

Representative Godfrey G. Goodwin, of 
Minnesota, was found dead Feb. 16 at 
Washington in a fall from the window of 
his room at a hotel. 

Founder’s Week, marking the 48th an- 
niversary of the founding of Rollins Col- 
lege, Winter Park, as the oldest institution 
of higher learning in Florida, began 
Feb. 16. 

The Senate Feb. 18 passed and sent to 
the House the Smith Bill aimed at cutting 
1933 cotton production by a novel plan 
involving a huge government pool. 

Japan’s delay in withdrawing from the 
League of Nations as a protest against the 
position that Manchukuo shall not be rec- 
ognized, was believed to be due to a desire 
to investigate the financial effect of the 
isolation Japan would suffer, were it to 
leave the League. 

James J. Corbett, 67, former heavy- 
weight champion of the world, died in New 
York Feb. 18. 


A Congressional medal for Mrs. W. J. 


p 


Cross, of Miami, credited with saving the 
life of President-elect Roosevelt by making 
the first bullet from the pistol go astray, 
has been proposed in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Mr. Roosevelt has sent to her 
his personal appreciation. 

The Japanese Cabinet has agreed on 
measures whereby Japan will ultimately 
secede from the League of Nations, follow- 
ing an adverse report on Japan’s activities 
in Manchuria. 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


(Illustrated Lectures Free to Reformed 
Church Groups) 


As in former years, President Wm. F. 
Curtis, of Cedar Crest College, has prepar- 
ed a series of very beautifully illustrated 
lectures with hand-colored slides. If mem- 
bers of your congregation wish to secure a 
greater attendance at prayer meetings, at 
missionary society meetings, Sunday eve- 
ning services, or young people’s meetings, 
they may secure these talks without cost 
to their respective organizations. For Lent 
the following suggestions will undoubtedly 
result in an increase of interest. Mar- 
velously accurate hand-colored slides of 
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the Passion Play of 1930, which have al- 
ready had a tremendous appeal before au- 
diences of 500 to 1,000 people in Allen- 
town, Reading, Bath. Bethlehem, and other 
congregations of the Reformed Church, 
niay be had. 


Secondly, Reformed Church ministers 
may be interested in either of two lectures 
of 60 slides each of rural Palestine, colored 
by artists in Jerusalem, on pictures taken 
on Dr. Curtis’ trip to the Holy Land in 
1930. One lecture deals with Galilee and 
northern Palestine and the other deals 
with the southern part of the Holy Land. 

The fourth lecture is entitled, “The Gra- 
ciousness of God in Nature,’ which gives 
his delightfully varied pictures of the rich 
foliage of southern Europe, the Madeira 
Islands, Greece, and Asia Minor, ineluding 
Damascus. 

A lecture which is especially fitted for 
Women’s Missionary Societies is entitled 
“The Madonnas”, including a very sym- 
pathetic analysis of the work of the great 
artists on this subject. Dr. Curtis also 
has two beautiful series of slides which 
are of general interest: “Nature on the 
Cedar Crest Campus,” with the flowers: 
wegelias, cotoneaster, hawthorne, lilacs, 
Persian peach, crabapple, honeysuckle, for- 
sythia, hepatica; the small birds and ani- 
mals, such as pheasants, rabbits, chip- 
munks, red squirrels; and the trees, includ- 
ing stunted yew, white birch, American 
elm, Norway spruce, aborvitae, California 
privet, and mountain ash hedge, found in 
Eastern Pennsylvania. The second series 
of slides concerns his Mediterranean cruise. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Second Sunday in Lent, March 12, 1933 


Jesus Ministering to the Multitude 
Mark 6:30-44 


Golden Text: The Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give His life a ransom mo many. Mat- 
thew 20:28. 


Lesson Outline: 1. Humanity. 2. Hun- 
ger. 3. Help. 


The setting of our lesson is familiar. It 
transpired after the return of the Twelve 
from their evangelistic tour. 
need of a quiet hour, for physical rest and 
spiritual replenishment. So Jesus invited 
them to accompany Him “into a desert 
place, and rest a while” (v. 31). 


That retreat lay on the eastern shore of 
the sea. It was swarming with people who 
had followed the Master. Instead of rest, 
He found work. And at eventime He fed 
the multitude with loaves and fishes. This 
miracle of love produced a profound im- 
pression upon the people. They showed 
their enthusiasm by an attempt to force 
Jesus to become their political leader. 
They said, “This is of a truth the prophet 
that cometh into the world.” But when 
Jesus perceived their plan to make Him 
king, “He withdrew again into the moun- 
tain Himself alone” (John 6:14, 15). 


It was a pathetic ending of a great day. 
That hungry multitude might have had the 
abundant life from Jesus, but all they 
wanted was bread for the body. Like the 
Roman crowds, they wanted a Caesar who 
could give them “bread and the circus.” 
They spurned the larger gift the Master 
bestowed freely upon those who hungered 
and thirsted for the living God. Thus they 
lost even the lesser gifts they so eagerly 
demanded from the kings of the earth. 
For it is God alone who can satisfy all our 
desires, and meet our every need. It is 


They were in . 


only as we seek first His Kingdom, that all 
other things shall be added unto us. 

Jesus still faces all the swarming multi- 
tudes of mankind, able and willing to feed 
them with the bread of life. Again the 
world cries aloud for bread-kings. And we 
do need them, for many are suffering from 
hunger and want in the midst of plenty. 
But is that our supreme need? Shall our 
souls be satisfied, our lives happy when 
“the good old days” return? In questions 
like these we may find the clue to this 
lesson’s deepest meaning for us today. 

I. Humanity. Do you ever permit your 
imagination to dwell on the spectacle of 
mankind? That myriad-headed procession 
that moves across the earth, from time im- 
memorial? Who are they, and whither do 
they go? To a thoughtful mind, there is 


no moving picture like unto this restless, 


countless multitude of people marching 
through all the centuries from their cradle 
to their grave. 

Jesus saw a part of this endless proces- 
sion, typical of every other part. He saw 
the multitude—peasants and pilgrims, rich 


and poor, sick and sound, wise and foolish. — 


And 


All kinds of men, and every type. 
when He beheld this multitude, He was 
“moved with compassion,” They stirred 
His divine heart with pity, and they mov- 
ed it to action. For they were famished. 
Their needs as human beings were many 


and deep, but they were like sheep without — 


a shepherd. There was none to guide them 
through life’s wilderness. None to lead 
them into green pastures. 

There are only three possible ways in 
which we may look upon humanity, savage 
or civilized, pagan or Christian. We may 
regard men as means to an end, or as 
people to be pitied, or as persons to be 


developed. These are the ways, respective- i 


ly, of selfishness, of philanthropy, and c 
Christ. l 

The way of selfishness is very old. 
starts in the jungle, but it does not sto 
there. It runs through the ages, and it 
strewn with human wreckage. 
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Millions are still treading that ancient 
way which leads to destruction and chaos. 
They regard men as the means to some 
private and selfish end. They ask, What 
can I get out of men for myself and for 
my own interests? Thus the politician 
sees votes in men; the merchant, custom- 
ers; the manufacturer, hands; the general, 
soldiers and cannon-fodder. That merce- 
nary spirit is farthest away from the 
Mind of the Master. It exploits the mul- 
titude for the sake of personal pleasure 
and profit. It lies behind all the social 
iniquities of our times, from child-labor to 
the white-slave traffic. It lurks in dis- 
guise beneath false nationalism and ruth- 
less capitalism. It animates the corrupt 
politician, and it agitates against all social 
legislation. 

The way of philanthropy is other than 
that, and far nobler; though often the 
twain, selfishness and charitableness, are 
strangely intermingled. Often the men, 
whose mercenary spirit creates wounds and 
causes suffering, build hospitals for the 
wounded, and bestow generous gifts upon 
the poor. 


Philanthropy is a popular virtue in our 


age. It is one of the splendid by-products 
of Christianity. And in these difficult times 
it has reached unprecedented proportions. 
From public and private sources, a copious 
stream of gracious help is pouring its flood 
into our’ suffering and sorrowful world. 
Let us widen its bed and deepen its flow. 

But let us also remember that there is a 
higher and truer philanthropy than that 
which pities men, and provides for their 
physical needs. Christ saw in men price- 
less personalities, the children of God des- 
tined to inherit the life abundant and 
eternal. As Christians, we must share that 
vision of Christ. We must see in all men 
the image of God, though -it be marred 
and disfigured by sin and suffering. We 
must see them, not as things to be used 
selfishly. nor as physical beings to be de- 
cently fed, clad, and housed, but as living 
souls, as personalities capable of being de- 
veloped into Christlike character. 


It is not hard to stir up the indignation 
of good men against the inhuman vultures 
who prey upon their fellows. Nor is it dif- 
ficult in these times to arouse philanthropic 
feelings and actions. But it is never easy 
to kindle in men, even in good men, that 
divine compassion, so much deeper than 
human pity, which marked the ministry of 
Jesus. Its sublime aim was the estab- 
lishment of God’s rule in the hearts and 
lives of men. 

A similar compassion must be ours, as we 
behold the multitudes. We must share 
Christ’s vision and His venture. Without 
that, all our human efforts to help and 
heal mankind are doomed to failure. Our 
crusades against social iniquities are in- 
sufficient, and our charities and philan- 
thropies are inadequate to transform the 
kingdoms of men into the Kingdom of 
God, where righteousness and peace and 
joy shall abound. To turn that radiant 
creed into reality, we need, first of all, an 
estimate of man far exceeding the social- 
istic and philanthropic. We must see men 
as Jesus saw them, as the children of the 
living God and heirs of eternal life. 


II. Hunger. We read that the Master 
served the multitude that had followed 
Him into the desert place. “He began to 
teach them many things” (v. 34). Thus 
the day wore on. Evening shadows fell, 
but the crowd still lingered, oblivious to 
the necessities of life. Then the disciples 
became anxious. They urged Jesus to send 
the people away to a place where they 
might find food and shelter (vs. 35, 36). 

It was a typical human situation—the 
desert, the gathering darkness, hungry peo- 
ple, baffled disciples. It made a strong 
appeal to the sympathies of the Twelve, 
but it also aroused their apprehension. 
They saw no other solution of the prob- 
lem but to send the hungry multitude out 
into the gathering gloom. 

A similar situation confronts us today. 
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We need bread for the hungry, but we Christ, the almoner and distributor of 

need other food besides. We need knowl- God’s bounty of truth and grace. 

edge, wisdom rather, to find a better way But let us not forget the little lad in 

of living together as a family of nations. our midst. Simon Peter was very dubious 

We need love to reach out its sheltering and skeptical about him. But Jesus took 

arms to those who are breaking under the what he had, and blessed it. So will the 

strain. We need courage to carry on. world be blessed when we teach our little 
And we are much like the disciples of children to walk in the Master’s way. 

old. These famished multitudes engage pent LaS 

our deep sympathy, but they also fill us THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 

with apprehension. We, too, ery, “What By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 

are five loaves and two fishes among so 

many?” Our problems seem to be so gi- March 12th—The Kind of God Jesus Re- 


gantic, and the visible means for their 
solution are so small. Even the hunger 
itself, for the bread that Christ gives, 
seems to be lacking in many. They are 
hardly conscious of any need that science 
and money cannot satisfy. 

Many an earnest heart, in pulpit and 
pew, is burdened and perplexed by this 
food-problem, in all its aspects, as were the 
disciples of old. They send, “Send them 
away, for it is impossible to feed them 
with our scant provisions. And there are 
moments of despondency when we feel 
like that. 

ILI. Help. But the compassionate Jesus 
said, “Give ye them to eat” (v. 37). He 
said it to His perplexed disciples. And He 
still says it to us. 

To the Twelve it seemed utterly impos- 
sible to feed and satisfy that famished 
multitude in the desert place, and yet they 
were directed to do it. The Lord is al- 
ways commanding His disciples to do the 
impossible. That is what religion means. 
It is seeing the invisible, and doing the 
impossible. And when men trust and obey 
the Spirit of God, the impossible comes to 
pass. The ideal becomes real, and the im- 
possible becomes actual. Something is, 
then, added to small numbers and scant 
stores. Something besides human sympa- 
thy enters into the situation, and, some- 
how, the problem of feeding five thousand 
in a desert place is solved. 

That “something” is God, gracious and 
bountiful. Back of our helpless impotence 
are the infinite resources of the Almighty, 
who is our Father. It is He who feeds 
our bodies with the perpetual harvests of 
seed and sun. And He alone can feed the 
soul of mankind. He has created it in His 
image. He has made it hungry and thirsty 
for eternal life. And He will satisfy 
that divine hunger. Some day a greater 
miracle will come to pass than feeding five 
thousand hungry men with a few 
loaves and fishes. God will satisfy the soul 
of mankind with His truth and love, as 
Christ revealed them. By His grace and to 
His glory, a redeemed and regenerate 
world will fill our hearts with gladness and 
praise. 

That day may seem far off to our cal- 
culations. But God’s arithmetic is not like 
ours. The eternal years are His. What 
God requires of us is, not to reckon time 
and calculate the seasons and dispensations 
of His government, but to be faithful in 
our ministries of life. Even as our human 
efforts depend upon divine assistance for 
their success, so God requires our faithful 
co-operation for the achievement of His 
gracious purposes. 

Perhaps the little lad with the loaves 
and fishes holds one of the master-keys to 
a better future (John 6:9). He represents 
the vast army of youth that God is forever 
marching up to reinforce the baffled and 
beaten hosts of veterans. Are our youths 
mustered into the service of Jesus Christ? 
Bolshevism is recruiting and training its 
youth into a formidable army of atheists and 
materialists. Are we wise as the children 
of darkness? 


The Twelve in our lesson represent the 
adults in our Churches. They arranged the 
multitude methodically. They distributed 
the food, and they gathered the fragments. 
So the adults have work to do for Christ. 
They are saved to serve. .The Kingdom of 
God needs their personal ministries and 
their money. And that Kingdom will come 
mightily when every Church-member be- 
comes in truth a fellow-worker with 


- 


vealed. I John 4:16; John 14:1-12. 

This is a very interesting and at 
the same time a very profound topic. Vol- 
umes have been written on it, and theol- 
ogians have made it the subject of almost 
endless discussion. The great question 
that underlies every other question in 
theology is “What or Who is God?” If 
that question is once answered to the 
satisfaction of all then every other ques- 
tion can be answered and many of our 
theological problems will have been solved. 
It only seems natural, therefore, that we 
should go to the teachings of Jesus to 
learn about the nature and character of 
God. The sources of this teaching are 
found in the four Gospels of the New 
Testament. And in these Gospels we must 
confine ourselves to Christ’s own words 
and not to the interpretation which the 
authors themselves gave to these teach- 
ings of Jesus. There are two reasons for 
which Jesus seems to have come into the 
world. The one was to reveal God, and 
the other to redeem man. Jesus came 
from God and therefore He knew God 
and could reveal Him fo men. 

As we study the teachings of Jesus we 
find that He gave a new name to God. 
He called Him Father. In the Old Testa- 
ment God is also spoken of as Father, but 
never precisely in the sense in which 
Jesus used that term. Father, in the Old 
Testament, meant Maker, Creator. In the 
New Testament upon the lips of Jesus, 
the word meant much more. It had refer- 
ence to God’s nature, God’s character, 
rather than to His activity. Father im- 
plied all that we read into that name 
when we apply it to an earthly parent. 
It meant first of all that God was a Per- 
son. A person has intellect, feeling and 
will. God, as Jesus revealed Him, is more 
than a force, an urge, an influence in the 
universe. There is a tendency these days 
to think of God merely as an immanent 
force in the world. But Jesus never 
thought of God in this way. God was a 
person whom Jesus could address, whom 
He could love and trust and obey. He 
showed that God had certain moral quali- 
ties, that He could love and hate, that 
He cared for His creation, for His chil- 
dren. He showed a God that could un- 
derstand, and while He was in the world 
and dwelt in His children He was at the 
same time over and above the world. He 
was a heavenly Father. His throne was in 
heaven, The Father’s house was on high. 
Jesus taught His disciples when they 
prayed to say: “Our Father who art in 
heaven.” ; 

Jesus also revealed God as a “holy 
Father”. The idea of holiness involved 
not only saintliness and sanetity, but it 
implied also separateness. When a thing 
was said to be “holy” it was set apart 
from common things. So God is holy, not 
merely because He is morally good but be- 
cause He dwells apart. He is in a class 
by Himself. He is not contaminated by 
the evil that is in the world. Those who 
identify God with the world rob Him of 
His holiness. 

Jesus revealed God as a “righteous 
Father’. This, too, had reference to His 
moral character. Jesus said, “There is 
only one that is good, even God. He is a 
just God.” This was an attribute already 
of Jehovah in the Old Testament. 
God of Israel was a righteous God whose 
righteousness was like the great moun- 
tains, He was not a God of caprice, not 
a God of compromise, who winked at 
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iniquity—but One that loved justice and 
dealt justly. Therefore, God could be a 
judge. He could discern what was in men’s 
hearts and men could plead their cause 
before Him. He could, therefore, be 
trusted. Men could stake their lives upon 
Him, and though they might not get their 
just dues from the world they would al- 
ways get them from God. 

Jesus revealed God as a “merciful 

Father”. Just how justice and mercey go 
together does not always seem so clear 
to us. But God while He is just is also 
merciful. He is a Father, and that very 
term implies mercy, kindness, forgiveness. 
In many ways Jesus set forth this attri- 
bute of God’s nature. Nowhere is this 
more beautifully expressed than in the 
parable of the prodigal son, which is 
really the parable of the wonderful Father. 
In that parable Jesus shows us how God 
the Father yearns to receive and forgive 
His erring children. God is merciful to 
the sinner. He does not wish that any 
one should perish but that all should turn 
to Him and live. The heart of the merci- 
ful Father is ever towards His children. 
This does not mean that God is an indul- 
gent grandfather, that He connives at sin, 
but that He is always ready to forgive 
and to receive those that come to Him. 

Jesus revealed God as an active God. 
“My Father worketh hitherto.” God did 
not create this world and then retire 
from it into some far off realm of the 
universe and there sit down in doing 
nothing. God works. God is always ac- 
tive. He constantly continues His work 
of creation; He renews the face of the 
earth; He governs and controls the world 
which He has made. He daily provides 
us with bread and all things necessary for 
our lives. He is at work through Christ 
in redeeming the world unto Himself. 
God’s works are all works of grace and 
mercy and His great, good heart is al- 
ways beating in helpfulness towards His 
children. He is ever at work bringing  ă— 
His Kingdom of love and righteousness 
upon the earth. Therefore we His chil- 
dren should co-operate with Him in bring- 
ing His purpose into full realization in © 
the world. We are not only to “hallow” 
His name but also to do His will on earth 
as it is being done in heaven. 

Jesus revealed God as a perfi 
Father. He said to His disciples: “Be y 
therefore, perfect even as your Fat 
which is in heaven is perfect.” his 
the summary of the whole matter. Ge 
is perfect. There is nothing beyond tl 
nothing more to be desired. He is pe 
fect in His nature and in all His 
There is none beside Him, none to 
compared with Him. ‘ 

Philip said to Jesus: “Lord, sho 
the Father and it sufficeth us.” 
answered, “He that hath seen M 
seen the Father.” Jesus, in what H 
self was, gave men the highest rev 
of God. Father, Holy Father, Righ 
Father, Heavenly Father, your hea 
Father, our Father who art in H 
these are the words which Jesus us 
show us the nature and the characte of 
God. a 
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THAT “RECORD OF WANDER 
SHEEP” 


The article of Rev. Herman 
zinger in the “Messenger” of Feb. 
a fact: a large group of pastors and 
sistories in the Reformed Church | 
column in the Statistical Table to 
persons classified as non-active n 
In the Report of the Executive Co 
to the General Synod last June, 
is summarized briefly (see Min 
pg. 39). The Executive Cor 
deavored, during the last trie 
how widespread was the desi: 
a column but failed to find s 
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fication for recommending such a column, 
This was in line with the policy of the 
Executive Committee not to do anything 
that it did not feel was clearly desired by 
the Church. We therefore laid the matter 
before the General Synod. 

The General Synod deferred this matter 
of the new column to a Special Committee, 
which Committee summarized the facts and 
suggested resolutions providing for a new 
column for non-active members and defin- 
ing such members. The General Synod did 
not adopt that Report and recommenda- 
tions. Why it did not I do not know. 
There seemed to be insufficient sentiment 
in favor of such a column for the General 
Synod to adopt it. Instead, the General 
Synod referred the substance of the Report 
of the Special Committee to the Executive 
Committee for further study and report to 
the next meeting of the General Synod. 
Mr. Naftzinger’s article states that “A con- 
certed movement on the part of those who 
desire it succeeded in securing the ap- 
proval of General Synod of such an addi- 
tional column.” He is mistaken. But, evi- 
dently under the impression that General 
Synod did authorize such an additional 
column, he blames the Executive Commit- 
tee that there is not such a column in the 
new Statistical Blanks. He states that he 
believes that “a liberal interpretation of 
the action of the recent General Synod 
concerning a column in the Statistical 
Blank for the recording of ‘adherents’ 
would not only agree that the Reformed 
Church is ready for it, but that the Church- 
at-large wants it.” 

Surely the Executive Committee would 
be open to serious criticism if it had taken 
steps to insert such a column. Personally 
I favor the column and I know that some 
members of the Executive Committee did 
so, but it is our business to try to test 
out the sentiment of the Church in such 
matters and then report to the General 
Synod, which alone has authority to act 
in matters of this kind. 

William E. Lampe. 


“WANDERING SHEEP” 
Dear Dr. Leinbach: 

The article on “Wandering Sheep” in 
the Feb. 9 issue of the “Messenger” inter- 
ested me so much that I am constrained 
to give my opinion with your kind permis- 
sion. 

Apportionment Systems in Our Church 

1. Per Capita 


General Synod rejected the proposed 
change in dividing Benevolence Apportion- 
ments among the congregations of the 
Church, and again returned to the Per 
Capita system, in spite of the feeling that 
this system is inadequate. When in 1929 
I made my first report to Classis I reported 
every name on the membership roll. Three 
groups were included in the total member- 
ship. First, the CONTRIBUTING mem- 
bers. Second, the non-wage-earning group 
from 11 to 18 years old. Third, those who 
are members in name only, because of the 
three year provision of the Constitution. 
In these last two groups there were about 
35 names. 

In due time came the Apportionment, with 
a statement from the M. and S. Committee 
chairman. My congregation was expected 
to pay $4.28 PER CAPITA. And behold, 
they had sent me 35 more caps that I had 
heads to put them on, for I could not 
count on the financial support of groups 
two and three. Moreover, I learned that 
it would be impossible to return the Per 
Caps to Headquarters. As was said in 
relation to another matter in the 1933 
General Synod Minutes, “The Executive 
Committee feels that the sanction of such 
a policy . . would result in disloyalty, 
and the breakup of our entire denomina- 
tional financial policy and system.” So our 
Consistory cut up these extra caps, and 
added the pieces to the amounts asked of 
the CONTRIBUTING members, by whose 
good will and the grace of God the amounts 
were paid. 


REFORMED 


Cu URC. 


MESSENGER 


21 


Then I said to myself, “It seems quite 
likely that I shall have a shipment of these 
extra Per Caps from Headquarters each 
year to dispose of.” After many days of 
cogitation I saw a little light. I sought 
and found among the members of auxiliary 
organizations a few who might not object 
to having a portion of their offerings given 
to benevolence. I felt that the baptized 
but unconfirmed members should be train- 
ed in the support of the denomination, and 
asked the Sunday School for an annual con- 
tribution. The Young People’s Society took 
and paid in full one item of the Apportion- 
ment. And so Love found a way, as it 
always will if we are really in earnest. 
Still the fact remains that the Per Capita 
system includes two  non-contributing 
groups in dividing to each congregation its 
share. 


2. Two Discarded or Rejected Systems 


General Synod did not accept the Execu- 
tive Committee’s recommendation to adopt 
the system of Apportioning the Budgets 
recommended by a special committee, which 
bases the dividing of the amounts on mem- 
bership, three year congregational expense 
average, and three year benevolent giving 
average. This plan differs from the Harris- 
burg M. and S. Committee Chairmen Con- 
ference in one detail only, that of 10 per 
cent on debt-free property. Our M. and 
S. Committee found the Three-Thirty-Ten 
system to be impractical in 1930, and the 
same holds true of the newer system. 

We had no trouble beyond the usual 
grumbling about it with the remnant of 
the Per Capita system which is retained in 
the new one, that is, the 30% on member- 


ship. Its tendency is to reduce the amount 
assessed to the two  non-contributing 
groups. The item on 30% on congrega- 


tional expense brought out the interesting 
fact that one congregation had put into its 
records $15,000 which it had saved over a 
period of years for a new building. 
Though its debt was increased that year 
by $40,000, the new system increased its 
Apportionment from $1,800 to $3,400 on 
practically the same membership. 

Another congregation had its Apportion- 
ment substantially reduced simply because 
for some years it had made very small 
payments annually to denominational be- 
nevolence. This trend is inherent in the 
system, and takes the load or pressure off 
non-payers automatically, and adds it to 
those who pay. A congregation in down- 
town Pittsburgh with a debt-free property 
valuation of over $100,000 was assigned far 
more Total Apportionment on the 10% 
item on property than another with up- 
wards of 1,000 members, though it had but 
one member to the other’s seven or eight. 
The moral ability clause of that system 
was a tacit confession of its failure justly 
to distribute the amounts to be paid. The 
General Synod acted wisely indeed in re- 
fusing to adopt the remnant of the Three- 
Thirty-Ten system for the reasons above 
given. 


Article 130 


I believe that Article 130, as amended 
in our Constitution, is an attempt to eradi- 
cate the faults of the Per Capita System of 
Apportionment, in that it provides that 
“the Spiritual Council shall notify him 
(the delinquent or indifferent member) 
that he is no longer in good and regular 
standing, and his name shall be transferred 
to a separate roll,” with the privilege of 
reinstatement if he prefers it. 


This is “painless extraction with sweet 
air” of the troublesome group who inter- 
fere with the smooth working of the Appor- 
tionment system. It is an endless process 
of taking out and putting back without 
dropping the weak brother from the roll. 
But what roll? We now have three rolls. 
First, our Full Roll, which like the net 
in the parable of our Lord contains the 
good, and those not so good. Second, the 
Good and Regulars, those dependable saints 
who carry the financial burdens of the 
Chureh. Third, the Reserves, who may or 
may not respond when called on. 


The denominational leaders want the Full 
Roll reported, because it makes a better 
showing, and makes the Per Capita Appor- 
tionment seem smaller. 

The pastors want only the Good and 


Regulars reported, because they say that 
it is from these alone that finances must 
come when they come. But what shall be 
done with the Reserves, who are neither in 
nor out? Make them march by themselves 
in a separate column, to be sure. Per- 
haps we shall also compel them to carry 
the Banner of the Lord at half-mast, or 
strip them of the regimental buttons. For 
are they not in disgrace because of failure 
to maintain the standards of the regulars? 
What unholy glee will then pervade the 
ranks of the enemy when they see these 
poor, publicly disgraced sinners approach! 
If the law of Article 130 were applied for 
three years, we should find at least one- 
fifth of the present enrollment in the Re- 
serve ranks. And who among us does not 
know that the present Enrollment is not 
the Full Denominational Roll, and that 
Article 130, like ex-Judge Lindsey’s com- 
panionate marriage law, sought to legalize 
a practice already existing? Did not the 
Special Committee confess at General Syn- 
od that the demand for a Constitutional 
amendment legalizing a reserve list grew 
out of the practice of many congregations 
in keeping such a list, though it was un- 
constitutional? 

But what shall we do with the Reserves? 
I asked my Spiritual Council. They said, 
We do not know. Do whatever is Consti- 
tutional. I asked at Classis what is Con- 
stitutional, and was told that it is not the 
business of Classis to make such decisions. 
The General Synod’s Committee will report, 
but when? I asked a pastor of long expe- 
rience, and he said, Use your own judg- 
ment. 

I see at present two courses open. One 
is to construe the transferring of a name 
from the list of Regulars to the Reserves 
to be an actual erasure from that list, and 
so report it. The other is to give the Full 
Roll of last year, and the new total of 
present-membership less the Reserves and 
let the stated clerks adjust the figures to 
the Constitution. 

If any member of a congregation de- 
serves to be put in cold storage until the 
Holy Spirit again warms the cockles of his 
heart, inasmuch as he has lost the right to 
vote in our congregational affairs until re- 
stored, he should not be counted as a mem- 
ber to be assessed. For this is manifestly 
unfair to the faithful ones who meet their 
obligations. And to report those who do 
not at all contribute is unfair to the Boards 
who plan their expenditures on the basis 
of possible receipts from the number of 
members reported. As I understand Arti- 
cle 130 it makes Constitutional a Condi- 
tional Erasure of names, and a Final 
Erasure. 


Readjustment 


The Budgets of the Boards should be de- 
termined annually by the congregations, 
and not arbitrarily fixed by General Synod 
for a three year period. Only Contingent 
Funds should be fixed sums, including sal- 
aries of Board employees. 

Is not the flaw in the whole system of 
Apportionments just a lack of co-operation 
between the Boards which spend the money 
and the congregations who pay it? Is not 
the whole difficulty due to a lack of co- 
operation in determining how much shall 
be spent by the Boards each year? 

In September and October there should 
be each year a denomination-wide series of 
conferences in charge of Stewardship Com- 
mittees of Classis at which the work and 
needs and tentative new year budget of 
each Board should be presented. This 
should be followed by a thorough Every 
Member Canvass in November. Pledges to 
each Board’s work should be received, tab- 
ulated, and sent to the Classical Steward- 
ship Committee, and on to each Board’s 
headquarters. By the end of December 
each Board will know what the entire mem- 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 


tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 


Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 
For catalogue or 
President, 
REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


information address the 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


HENRY H.-APPLE, D:D LL. DD: 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D.; LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 


President 
Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


CHURCH 
bership purposes to do for it, and can 
build its program accordingly. 
In short, this is a plea for the taking 
of the actual amounts pledged each year 


by the individual members to be the basis 
of expenditures for our denominational ac- 
tivities. Then let us labor to increase these 
pledges BEFORE we expand the work. of 
the Boards, not AFTER the Boards are in 
debt through spending money that was ar- 
bitrarily assessed as the amount due from 
a congregation which had no intention to 
pay the sum asked of it, or was unable 
to do so. 

This would eliminate the arbitrary de- 
mand to pay a fixed sum, which owing to 
lack of good leaders, or financial problems 
in the individual congregation, cannot be 
paid. The Boards have a right to the 
amounts that General Synod fixes, and Gen- 
eral Synod. not the Board, is responsible 
for the raising of the sum apportioned. 
Let us substitute free-will love offerings 
for arbitrary apportionments, and give the 
Boards a personal contact with each mem- 
ber of every congregation. The whole 
Church would then decide what its Boards 
should do, instead of its representatives at 
General Synod. 

Instead of a Per Capita contribution we 
should have the spontaneous expression of 
interest in the work of the Boards from 
each member according to individual abil- 
ity and desire to participate. This is the 
true financial foundation of a debt-free, 
ever-expanding program of denominational 
activities. Why not build on it a secure 
and lasting work? 

F. H. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Recently your secretary spent two Sun- 
days with Rev. Scott Brendle of Denver, 
Pa. Rev. Mr. Brendle had a Church wed- 
ding at 8 A. M., a funeral at 9 A. M; 
Church service at 10.15 A. M., when your 
secretary preached the sermon. After din- 
ner, three sick calls were made and a drive 
of 7 miles to services in the Lutheran 
Church, then back to the parsonage. Mr. 
Brendle was called to see a family whose 
son, a member of the choir, had been killed 
in an automobile accident. At 7.30 P. M., 
we spoke on the work of our Board and 
preached in the Church at Denver, which 
is being remodeled. 

February 12, we visited two Churches in 
the charge of Rev. R. S. Edris, Auburn, Pa. 
Rey. Mr. Edris has been the beloved min- 
ister in this charge for 23 years. In all 
these Churches we found large congrega- 
tions. They will all do something for our 
Pension Fund. Many congregations that 
cannot raise a very large sum on their 
quotas in the Pension Fund could distribute 
envelopes to receive what the people would 
be willing and able to contribute during 
the Lenten season. 

The Board will be very glad to furnish 
envelopes to all who are willing to use 
them. Just drop a line to the Board of 
Ministerial Relief, 1505 Race St., Phila- 
delphia. Pa. 


J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Easter (The World’s Best News), by Dr. 
William Lyon Phelps. 41 pp. Price, 
75e. Revell, New York. 


If you are looking for a little gift book 
for the Easter season, it is doubtful if you 
could find anything better than this, ar- 
tistically bound in lavender and gold. It 
is a charactertistically inspiring message 
from the well-known Yale teacher and lec- 
turer, with the note of triumph and good 
cheer which is especially needed in a time 
like this. The four brief chapters are: 
1, “The World’s Best News”, 2, “The Fear 
of Death”, 3, “The Joy of Victory”, 4, 
“The Greatest Gift.” “Let Me Go On”, 
from Robert Browning’s poem, “Easter 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 

Outstanding Features: j 

High scholarship Wholesome campus life 

Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
June 7 to July 15; July 18 to August 26 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N. C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 
Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 


an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four o 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
iy years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
efeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


TENNENT COLLEGE 


OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Supervised by Eastern Synod 
PROVIDES a four-year course of study 
leading to degree of B.R.H. Also, a 
three-year diploma course, and home- 
study courses. 
TRAINS for Christian leadership as 


Directors of Religious Education, 
Pastors’ Assistants, Deaconesses, 
Church Secretaries, Missionaries. 


NEEDS your 
and your gifts. 


interest, your prayers, 

Charges its students 
only $400 a year, two-fifths the cost of 
their training. 


IN VIENS your careful investigation, 
asks for a place in your budget. 
President, Clinton H. Gillingham, D.D. 
Room R, 1122 Spruce St., Phila., Pa. 
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Day”, is a fitting climax to this hearten- 
ing essay. L. 


The Cokesbury Party Book, by Arthur M. 
Depew. Cokesbury Press. 404 pp. $1.50. 
This is a compilation of games and party 

plans arranged into 52 parties grouped ac- 

cording to the months of the year. Over 

600 games and stunts are described with 

adequate instructions regarding materials 

and procedure. It is a genuine compen- 
dium of suggestive recreational materials 
for use in Churches, conferences, schools 
and other gatherings of young and old. 
Each of the parties outlined has a central 
theme around which it is built, even 
though it may not belong to a particular 
season, although of course many of the 
themes are seasonal in character. The val- 
ue of the book is enhanced by an alpha- 
betical index to stunts and games included 
in the whole and a classified index, arrang- 
ed on the basis of active, quiet, writing, 
and mixing games, relays, stunts, singing 
games, etc. The author is an experienced 
leader of recreational activities in his own 

Church at West Palm Beach, Florida, and 

at the Florida Young People’s Conference, 

where he has had abundant opportunity to 
test and develop his ideas. 
A. N. S. 


The Tragedy and Triumph of Easter, by 
Wm. H. Leach and J. W. G. Ward. 191 
pp. $1.50. Cokesbury Press. 


Dr. Leach of “Church Management” 
writes the chapters dealing with the his- 
tory, service and worship suggestions for 
the Three-Hour Devotions and Lenten Ob- 
servances. Dr. Ward gives the excellent 
devotional addresses, based on the Seven 
Words from the Cross, a pre-Easter com- 
munion talk and an Easter meditation. It 
is really a very suggestive aid to Lenten 
observance and worship, and the title is a 
bit misleading. We earnestly commend it. 

—E. 


The Stirred Nest, by Dr. Teunis E. 


Gouwens. 174 pp. $1. Cokesbury Press. ` 


In days of widespread trouble such as 
these, it is most helpful to keep handy a 
book of encouragement and comfort such 
as you will find in this little volume, 
which contains 8 brief sermons delivered 
by a brilliant young preacher to his peo- 
ple. There is both balm for healing and 
tonic for weary hearts in these pages. 


OBIT UAR Y 


THE REV. HENRY MILLER 


The Rev. Henry Miller departed this 
life Monday, Jan. 30, 1933, at Lancaster 
General Hospital, Lancaster, Pa., at the 
age of 37 years, 11 months, 7 days. He 
was born Feb. 23, 1895, at Eureka, South 
Dakota, and received his early education 
there. Mr. Miller matriculated at the Mis- 
sion House Academy, College and Semi- 
nary, where he received his training for 
the Christian ministry. He continued his 
theological studies at the Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

He was licensed to preach in 1921 by 
Indianapolis Classis and began his min- 
istry at the mission in Terre Haute, Ind. 
Mr. Miller’s active ministry of 12 years 
embraced service in the following congre- 
gations: Terre Haute, Ind.; Grace Church, 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Gardenville Presbyterian 
Church; St. Andrew’s, Lancaster, Pa.; and 
supply pastor for the past four months at 
Marietta, Pa. 

Mr. Miller was united in marriage to 
Miss Emily Theodora Tappe, of Buffalo, 
N. Y., June 22, 1921, who has always been 
a loving and faithful helpmeet. 

He was a zealous and sincere pastor and 
leader. His friendly disposition and genial 
spirit stood him in good stead in winning 
many souls for the Master. In the last few 
months of his ministry at Marietta, Pa., he 
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DRAMAS. PAGEANTS. CANTATAS 


THE GREAT RESURRECTION 


An Easter Dramatization with Panto- 
mime “Christ the Lord is risen today’’—In 
three little Acts. For sixteen Male and 
three Female Characters. By L. D. Ben- 
ner. 

The leading thought in this dramatiza- 
tion is: The Resurrection is God’s “Amen” 
to Christ’s “It is Finished.’ 

Many Churches are now using the drama 
to make impressive and drive home the 
great truths of the Christian Religion. 
Try it in your Church. Single copies, 15 
cents. 


A LEGEND OF SAINT JOHN 


A Drama of the Cross, by Lyman R. 
Bayard. For any time; especially valuable 
for Lent, Good Friday, or in preparation 
for Easter. It is also appropriate as an 
Easter drama. 

There are fifteen named characters. As 
many others as desired comprise the Chris- 
tian Chureh of Pergamos. This play could 
be splendidly performed by a men’s class, 
as most of the characters are young men. 
Price, 50 cents per copy; 20 or more copies, 
45 cents per copy. 


EASTER SUNRISE 


An Easter cantata-pageant for choir and 
Sunday School. Text by Lizzie DeArmond. 
Music by Ð. S. Lorenz. Price, 35 cents 
per copy; $3.78 per dozen. A Junior or 
Intermediate choir can take the place of 
the Sunday School. 


In song and dialog by Biblical and sym- 
bolical characters the story of the first 
Easter Day and its implications is told. 
In addition to the leading characters as 
John, Peter, Salome, Mary Magdalene, and 
the other Mary, several angels and a num- 
ber - of symbolical characters, there is 
needed the pageant choir, a group of small 
children and a group of young people. 

Time of performance, about 1% hours. 


THE REDEEMER LIVETH 


A Dramatic Presentation for Easter. By 
Elsie Dunean Yale. This ecandle-light 
presentation or playlet may also be used 
as a pageant if desired, as the necessary 
music is easily supplied from Church 
Hymnal. 


In addition to the usual Easter char- 
acters, Naomi, the wife of Cleopas and 
her daughter Judith are introduced. 

From The Spirit of Faith Triumphant 
the various characters light their candles 
proclaiming The Redeemer Liveth. 


This is really a religious service and not 
an entertainment; therefore little is re- 
quired for its acceptable presentation. 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE KING IMMORTAL 


A Story Cantata by Valeria R. Lehman. 
Portraying in a vivid manner the scenes 
incident to the story of Calvary in scene, 
song and Scripture. 


Five leading characters are desirable, 
though the work assigned is easily pre- 
pared with very little for each. The plat- 
form decorations are simple and_ very 
easily provided, and may be dispensed with 
if desired. 

The music may be rendered by choir, 
school or a chorus of selected voices. It 
is suited to the Easter occasion, not light 
nor frivolous, nevertheless easily learned. 
Good music is not necessarily difficult. 


Characters :—Annunciator dressed as 
Prophet, Reader, Mary, Mary Magdalene, 
Salome, Angel, Groups of Children and 
Young People, Chorus. The action and 
beautiful music make this sacred story 
cantata highly effective. Price, 30 cents 
each; $3.00 the dozen, 


THE VOICE OF THE GARDEN 


By Verna Whinery. If the old Garden 
of the Resurrection could speak, what 
message would it give to us today? A 
modern pilgrim hears its voice and before 
her eyes pass the scenes of the first Easter 
morning culminating in the words of the 
angel, “Behold, He goeth before you into 
Galilee. There shall ye see Him.” To this 
pilgrim from the twentieth century those 
words take on new meaning as she catches 
the vision of a modern Galilean appoint- 
ment—in the Church, in the community, in 
the nation and in the world—an appoint- 
ment to follow the risen Christ in service. 
The Voice of the Garden speaks today, 
“Behold, He goeth before you into the 
building of a better world. There shall 
ye see Him.” Price, 35 cents per copy; 
twelve or more copies, 25 cents each. 


THE LIGHT OF ETERNAL LIFE 


A sacred Easter Drama in two scenes, 
by Lida Lisle Molloy. Price, 35 cents per 
copy; eight or more copies (with perform- 
ing rights), 25 cents each. 

Nine characters. Time of performance, 
about one hour, 


HIS CROSS 


By Ralph P. Claggett. A reverent and 
beautiful religious play in one act, cen- 
tered about the theme of the cross as a 
redeeming factor in the lives of men every- 
where, with deeply moving religious and 
dramatic qualities. Price, 25 cents post- 
paid. 


FOR THE CHOIR 


HE ROSE AGAIN 


Text by E. S. Tillotson. Musie by H. 
W. Petrie. Easter choir cantata for choirs 
of mixed voices. 60 pages of music, med- 
ium in grade of difficulty. For choruses, 
solos, and various combinations of voices. 
75 cents per copy, 10 per cent discount 
on quantities of 5 or more. 


THE SONG OF TRIUMPH 


Text by E. S. Tillotson. Music by Ed- 
ward W. Norman. Easter cantata for 
choirs of mixed voices. 56 pages of easy 
grade of music, containing chorus numbers, 
solos, and various combinations of voices. 
Price, 75 cents per copy, 10 per cent dis- 
count on quantities of 5 or more. 


CHRIST VICTORIOUS 


Text arranged and music composed by 
Roy E. Nolte. Easter cantata for two- 
part women’s choruses or junior choirs. 
838 pages, easy grade of music, of chorus, 
solo, and duet numbers. Price, 50 cents 
per copy, 10 per cent discount on quanti- 
ties of 5 or more. 


EASTER SOLOS 


ALL HAIL THE MORN OF VICTORY 
(Lowden) 


Solo. Not difficult. Medium voice. Price, 
35 cents. 


IN THE GARDEN (H. M.) 


This beautiful sacred solo written by 
C. Austin Miles, and sung by Miss Marion 
Talley on Victor Records. Arranged for 
medium voice. Price, 50 cents. 


THE EMPTY GRAVE 
By R. S. Stoughton. Easter song. High 
voice. Price, 40 cents. 
BEHOLD, I SHOW YOU A MYSTERY 


By Thyrza Sloan Stein. Easter solo 
(E.G. sharp). Price, 35 cents. 


Board of Christian Education of the Reformed Church 


1505 Race Street 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


endeared himself to members of the Church 
and people of the community as well. His 
last public act of service was a radio broad- 
east of morning devotions at Lancaster, 
Pa., just one week before the Lord of 
Life and Death called him from the Church 
Militant to join the Church Triumphant. 


During his last illness of five days he was 
greatly comforted by the presence and 
pastoral ministrations of his schoolmates, 
the Rev. Wm. H. Bollman, pastor of First 
Church, Lancaster, who administered Holy 
Communion the last Sunday. and the Rey. 
J. O. H. Meyer, pastor of St. John’s Church, 
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Lancaster, who was with him and gave him 


the Comfort of the Word of Life during 
the hours before his decease. 

There live to mourn his loss, beside his 
beloved wife, one son, Donald Edwin; his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Philip Miller, of 
Wisheck, N. D., several brothers and sis- 
ters, and a host of sorrowing friends. 

His many Pennsylvania friends were 
given an opportunty for a last farewell 
at a prayer service held in Lancaster, 
Monday evening, conducted by the Revs. 


J. O. H. Meyer and D. G. Glass, the stated 
clerk of Lancaster Classis. 

The body was shipped to Buffalo, N. Y., 
where it lay in state Thursday morning, 
Feb. 2, in Grace Church. Funeral services 
attended by many of his former parishion- 
ers and ministerial brethren of the Reform- 
ed and Presbyterian denominations, were 
held at 2.30 P. M., in charge of Rev. Wal- 
lace Neville. Rev. John M. Peck read the 
Scripture lesson and Rev. Albert Muessling. 
a former schoolmate, preached a message 
of comfort and gratitude, from the words 
of the 23rd Psalm, “Thou art with Me.” 
“Jesus, I Live to Thee” and “Going Home” 
were beautifully sung by Mrs. Raymond 
Christ, of Grace Church. The Consistory 
who served during his pastorate at Grace 
Church were acting pallbearers. Inter- 
ment was made in Buffalo Cemetery. 

V.S. 


MR. JOHN D. SPEICHER 


Mr. Speicher was born near Schells- 
burg, Pa., Nov. 12, 1852, and died Feb. 2, 
1933, in Akron, Ohio, aged 80 years, 2 
months and 20 days. Since the death of 
his wife four years ago he had made his 
home with his daughter and son-in-law, 
Mr. and Mrs. Laura Saylor, of Akron, O. 

In 1876 Mr. Speicher was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Emma Kegg and this 
union was blessed with 12 children, 6 sons 
and 6 daughters, of whom 2 sons and 2 
daughters preceded him to the spirit world. 
The survivors are Roy Speicher, Bedford, 
Pa.; Howard, Meyersdale, Pa.; John, Johns- 
town, Pa.; Harold, of Oregon; Mrs. Mary 
Meyers, Rockwood, Pa.; Mrs. Laura Say- 
lor, Akron, O.; Mrs. Genevieve Stocking, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; and Mrs. Ethel Smith, 
Cumberland, Md.; and also 2 brothers, 21 
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speicher was a member of the Mil- 
ler Avenue Church of Akron. His remains 
were brought to Rockwood, Pa., where a 
brief service was held. Then further sery- 
ices were conducted in the old Church lo- 
cated in the center of the cemetery at 
Schellsburg, Pa., interment following. 

Ne fof Mage 


SARAH JANE LEBO 


Sarah Jane Lebo; born Dee. 19, 1850, 
died Jan. 17, 1933, at her late home at 
Allen, Pa., aged 82 years and 29 days. 
Over 3 years ago Sister Lebo sustained a 
stroke and from that time until death re- 
lieved her, she was confined to her bed. 
However, she was a patient and cheerful 
sufferer, and an inspiration to those who 
ministered unto and visited her. She was 
the second wife of Mr. Thomas Lebo and 
truly proved herself a kind and devoted 
wife and a true mother to his children 
and led them in paths of righteousness and 
virtue. They rise up and call her blessed. 
Without exception all that we heard con- 
cerning her, were words of praise and com- 
mendation. She was loyal to all friends, 
to her Church, to which she belonged so 
many years, and to her blessed Saviour, 
and she found in Him great joy and as- 
surance during her long affliction. 

Funeral services were conducted briefly 
at the home, then in Mt. Zion Church, by 


her pastor, Rev. D. A. Brown, assisted by. 


Rev. Jacob Miller, of the Brethren Church, 
Sunday, Jan. 22. Interment in Mt. Zion 
Cemetery, Allen, Pa. 


ELDER R. MONROE HOFFMAN 


Mr. R. Monroe Hoffman, elder in First 
Church, Reading, Pa., died Dec. 25, 1932, 


after an illness of a year. He was born 
on Oct. 15, 1862, the son of Peter and Mary 
(Althouse) Hoffman, and was baptized and 


confirmed in First Church. He married 
Rebecca Shaeffer, of which union there 
were no children. 

After graduation from Reading High 
School, he became a reporter for the 
“Reading Eagle,” which work was soon 


relinquished that he might accept a clerk- 
ship in the Farmers National Bank and 
Trust Company. In this bank he advane- 
ed to cashier. In December, 19038, he ac- 
cepted a position with the Reading Trust 
Company, of which he later became a direc- 
tor and finally its president. Under his 
leadership, there were merged with the 
Reading Trust Co. during 1929 and 1930, 
the Second National and the Union Na- 
tional Bank. A new building, now the 
finest of its kind in Reading, was erected 
to accommodate the business of the en- 
larged institution. The new building is a 
tribute to the thoughtfulness and charac- 
ter of Mr. Hoffman. 


In wider banking circles, Mr. Hoffman 
was well known, and became president of 
Group No. 2 of the Pennsylvania Bankers’ 
Association and also of the Berks Bankers’ 
Association. In his banking business he 
was ever concerned about every detail and 
was known as conservative. These habits 
of thought and action were responsible for 
the recognized stability of his institution, 
and many today are happy and grateful for 
his decisions. His outstanding virtue was 
integrity. He was absolutely trustworthy. 
In him was no shadow of turning from the 
truth, a blessed virtue in every age and 
business, 


Mr. Hoffman continued a life-long inter- 
est in history, which constituted his chief 
reading. Especially was he interested in 
local institutions, being a trustee of the 
Historical Society of Berks County and 
of the Homeopathic Hospital. 


In his Church relationship, he was a 
regular attendant for his entire life time 
and served the institutions of the Church 
from his youth. He was an active elder in 
First Church for 30 years and treasurer 
for 33 years. He served as superintendent 
of the Sunday School. During the pas- 
torate of Dr. Henry Mosser, he became 
superintendent of a mission Sunday School, 
which later became St. Mark’s Church, now 
numbering a membership of 1,500. In this 
work, Mrs. Hoffman and ten others from 
First Reformed joined him, acting as teach- 
ers. He was many times the congrega- 
tion’s representative at Classis; served as 
treasurer of Classis and delegate elder to 
Synod. He was a trustee and treasurer 
of Eastern Synod, and was a trustee of the 
Theological Seminary at Lancaster, Pa., 
until his death. 


Further testimony of Mr. Hoffman’s love 
for the Reformed Church was evidenced in 
his last will and testament whereby, aside 
from several small local bequests, the resi- 
due of his entire estate was bequeath- 
ed to the institutions of the Reformed 
Church, the Theological Seminary and 
the First Reformed Church being the 
chief beneficiaries. “Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labors; and their works do 
follow them.” ; D. J. W. 


MRS. MARIA KLECKNER YOUTZ 
April 14, 1837-July 10, 1932 


MRS. CATHERINE ZEABER GUTSHALL 
June 18, 1845-December 29, 1932 


No doubt the writer’s disposition to 
venerate the aged is traceable, in large 
measure, to a set of soul acquired in his 
own early years. Even so, throughout his 
years of mature manhood, and especially in 
the sacred relationships of the Gospel min- 
istry, the suggestiveness of the phrase, “the 
beauty of holiness,” has increasingly at- 
tached itself to Christian characters of ad- 
vanced age, radiant with the glow of God’s 
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grace. Two such, deceased in recent 
months, seem to him worthy of mention in 
this column. 


Mrs. Maria Kleckner Youtz was the fifth 
of the nine children, all daughters, born 
to David and Esther Kleckner, of Mifflin- 
burg, Pa. Baptized in infancy, she claim- 
ed her full part in the communion of the 
Church, Dee. 10, 1853, under the ministry 
of the Rev. Ephraim Kieffer. On Dee. 21, 
1858, she became the wife of Samuel Youtz, 
a union terminated through the husband’s 
death, Nov. 26, 1899, in his 69th year. 
Three children remained as its prized fruit, 
Christian A., David K., and Sarah K. In 
due time, the last named became the wife 
of Charles P. Shirey, and was privileged 
to share her home with her mother through- 
out the latter’s widowhood. 


Thus the stream of life for Mother Youtz 
turned its course into channels laid in the 
Lewistown community. Here the writer 
met her, ten years ago, devout, alert, con- 
fident, calm, appreciative, to a notable de- 
gree, of the fellowship in which she was 
enfolded and of the growth which she earn- 
estly cultivated. She chose to have her 
name registered continuously in the con- 
gregation of her original nurture. With 
utmost diligence, she cherished its tradi- 
tions and its current contacts. At the same 
time, she allowed no opportunity to pass 
neglected for suitably sharing the life of h 
the congregation in Lewistown. 

So it came to pass that the pastor of 
that group was enriched by encouragements 
to fulfill his ministry, which he feels un- 
able to set forth adequately in this or in 
any other form of worded tribute. All the — K 
same, he cannot do otherwise than let it | 
be widely known that he regards the provi- S 
dence a most kind one that has carried 4 
him into the inner circle of those who hold — ys 
the memory blessed of this noble woman, — sA ia 
The last three months of her pilgrimage 
were passed under the heaviness onan 
general breakdown of her powers. Whe 
her release came, the offices of religion, 
begun in Lewistown and continued in M 
flinburg, were shared by the pastors 
the two congregations, to which she 
related herself so loyally. 

It was a coincidence not to be 
lightly, when, midway through 
years of ministry in the Lewisi 


the registered membership of tha 
Mrs. Catherine Zeaber Gutsh 
he was first guided into acquaint 
her, two utter strangers had met. 
woman was lying extremely low i 
of pneumonia. A quite remarka ble 
ery followed. Then, promptly, bo 
mal to the pastoral relationship we 
to be forming, ever firmer and 
Within these, artless self-revealin 
made, through moving reminiscen 
early rootings in the life of th 
John’s Ridge Church, three mil 
Beaver Springs, Pa.; of her re 
Mifflinburg, where she remained 
years; of her marriage there to 
Gutshall, who remained at her < wm 
his death in 1894; of the fruitful mi 

in the Mifflinburg Church of the 
A. Carl Whitmer; of her removal 
flin County; of the unabating lo 
her soul to hold a place in an o1 
band of Christians through all 
whatever else she might forego. I 
closing days of 1932, the original- 
of the meeting of the write 
bright-spirited endurer of man 
experiences was reproduced, excep 
this occasion her bodily resistane x 
equal to the shock, and, on De 
boundary of years was reached. a 


Having carried greetings and ot 
sages of love back and forth betwe 
aged handmaidens of the Lord, 
received impressive witness thus. 
petual renewal that was expe 
them through their loyal atta 
the Christian fellowship, an or¢ 
going pastor most gratefully el 
memory of all that he has og 
choice spirits. 


